Monthly

Chief Editor & Publisher - Dr.Avtar S.Sangha B.A.Hons., M.A,, Ph.D.(English)-India | Graduate Dip. In Edu. - English & History (NSW) Certificate IV Course in Trg. & Assess. (TAFE)-Australia

‘T UAY JI8F° ¥ AHT Usa" §
TITS! M3 4T BT [OTH
gt grafeq yaaar |



Nov. 2020

May the divine light of Diwali bring wealth and prosperity to you!

May Diwali bring lots of good luck and success to you!
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o DREAMZ TO REALITY LOANS

Dreamz RAJESH BHATIA
LY MORTGAGE BROKER
© 0430 821 823

HOME LOAN EXPERT
(= Specialised in... SAVING FOR FIRST HOME BUYERS

Home Loans - —4 b 3
Investment Property Loans % y

Land & Construction Loans
Refinancing

Debt Consolidation

Car, Business & Personal loans
Risk Insurances

Take Advantage of

1. Home Builder Grant $25,000

2. Frist Home Owner Grant $10,000
3. Stamp duty exemptions

* % K K XXX

*T & C Apply

CASHBACK SPECIAL INTEREST RATE"

* CONDITIONS APPLY.

REFINANCE UPTO $4000

T &C Apply 1.99% fixed for 3 years, Principal & Interest Re-payments 2.49% fixed for 2 years Principal
2.19% Variable rate, Principal & Interest Re-payments* & Interest Re-payments

E : raj@dtrloans.com.au
W: dtrloans.com.au
Address : 1/15 Flushcombe Road Blacktown NSW 2148

Rajesh Bhatia is a credit representative (CRN 486345) of BLSSA Pty Ltd (ACL No: 381237)
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May Diwali bring lot of good luck and success to you!
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Wishing you and your family a happy and prosperous Diwali!

On Diwali, wishing that all your business endeavors become a success.
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Wishing you a very happy and prosperous Diwali!
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“The dream is not that you
see in sleep,dream is which
does not let you sleep.”

2. “Unless India stands upto
the world ,no one will respect
us. In this world, fear has no
place. Only strength respects
strength. We will be remem-
bered only if we give to our
younger generation a prosper-
ous and safe India, resulting
out of economic prosperity
coupled with civilizational
heritage.”
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‘Nitish Kumar was unfair’: RIS’s Tejashwi Yadav

supports Chirag Paswan

A day after attacking the Lok Jan-
shakti Party (LJP) as the B team of
the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP),
Rashtriya Janata Dal (RJD) leader
Tejashwi Yadav on Monday ex-

pressed his sympathy for LIP
leader Chirag Paswan and said
chief minister Nitish Kumar had
been unfair to the young politi-
cian ahead of the upcoming state
polls.

Without going into the specifics
of how exactly Nitish Kumar had
been unfair to Chirag Paswan,
the RID’s chief ministerial face
noted that Paswan had recently
lost his father and LJP founder
Ram Vilas Paswan.

“What Nitish Kumar Ji did with
Chirag Paswan is not good. Chi-
rag needs his father today more
than ever before but Ram Vilas
Paswan Ji is not among us and
we are sad about it. Nitish Kumar
did injustice with Chirag Paswan,
his behaviour is unfair,” Tejashwi
Yadav said.

Chirag Paswan’s father passed
away on October 8. Citing ideo-
logical differences with Nitish
Kumar, the politician has pulled
the LIP out of the National Dem-
ocratic Alliance in Bihar while in-

sisting that it supports the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) at

the Centre. He also said the BJP
and LJP would form a coalition
government after the results of
the three-phase election are de-
clared on November 10.

On Sunday, Yadav took a swipe
at the LJP in electoral rallies
ahead of the assembly elections.
“They are vote katwas (vote split-
ters),” he said, urging voters to
beware of the BJP’s B-team

The LIP thanked Yadav for his ex-
pression of support on Monday.
“Everybody has been approving
what Chirag Paswan’s views at
one point or the other. First they
criticise, later they toe his line,”
said LJP spokesperson Ashraf
Ansari.Both Tejashwi and Chirag
are facing the state elections
without the presence of their fa-

thers for the first time. RJD pres-
ident Lalu Prasad is serving a jail
term and cannot take part in
elections; Ram Vilas Paswan’s
death has
Paswan of an experienced politi-

deprived Chirag

cal mentor. Tejashwi Yadav’s
conciliatory comments towards
Chirag Paswan sparked a new
round of speculation about post-
poll alliances.

“You cannot rule out a post-poll
alliance this election. Not only
Chirag, other parties have kept
their options open as the elec-
tion may witness a low turnout.
A slight swing will become a de-
ciding factor,” said D M Diwakar,
a politicval expert and former di-
rector of the AN Sinha Institute
for Social Studies.

On Monday, Chirag Paswan again
reiterated that a BJP-LJP govern-
ment will be formed in Bihar
after assembly poll results are
declared on November 10, and
asked BJP leaders not to use
terms like vote splitter against his
party
happy”.
“Ultimately, a BJP-LJP govern-

“just to keep Kumar

ment will be formed in the state
after November 10,” he said.

Decision for Haj pilgrimage will be
taken after Saudi govt’s call:
Mukhtar Abbas Naqvi

The decision of resumption of

the Haj pilgrimage will rest on
the Saudi Arabia government’s
call and the national as well as in-
ternational Covid-19 guidelines,
Union minister for minority af-
fairs Mukhtar Abbas Naqvi said
on Monday.

Chairing a Haj review meeting he
said though the pilgrimage is
scheduled for June-July 2021, the
final decision will be taken in due
course keeping in view necessary
guidelines to be issued by the
Saudi Arabia government and
the government of India in view
of the pandemic.

The minister said given the pro-
tocol for the Covid-19 pandemic

and keeping in view the safety of
the pilgrims, the entire Haj
process might witness a signifi-
cant change in view of necessary
guidelines. “These include ac-
commodation, transport, health
and other facilities both in India
and Saudi Arabia,” the minister
said.

In June this year India said it will
not send pilgrims for the annual
Haj pilgrimage in the wake of the
pandemic. Naqvi while announc-
ing the decision has also said the
money collected for application
from more than 2.3 lakh pilgrims
will be returned without cancel-
lation deductions through direct
transfer.

Cong central unit takes control of Bihar poll preparations

New Delhi: The Congress has un-
leashed all its firepower in Bihar
with the party’s central leader-
ship practically taking control of
the state unit, monitoring day-to-
day poll preparations and super-
vising coordination with alliance
partners ahead of the upcoming
assembly elections.

This is perhaps for the first time
that the All India Congress Com-
mittee (AICC), the party’s central
unit, has taken complete charge
of election management and
preparations during any state
polls, people aware of the devel-
opment said.

“The Pradesh Congress Commit-
tee (PCC) and state leaders have
taken a backseat and we see
AICC functionaries running the
show, micro-managing the elec-
tion preparedness besides the
campaign and media strategy,”
senior party leader from Bihar
Kishore Kumar Jha said.
Another Congress leader said on
condition of anonymity that gen-
chief
spokesperson Randeep Singh

eral secretary and
Surjewala had virtually become

the face of the party in Bihar.

“From party’s election manage-
ment to devising campaign strat-
egy to coordination with alliance
partners, Surjewala is holding the
fort. The state leaders are feeling
completely sidelined,” he added.
The move followed allegations of
irregularities in selection of party
candidates and growing dissi-
dence in the state unit. Vocifer-
ous protests over the offer of
election tickets to “tainted and
incompetent” leaders in the first
list prompted former Congress
president Rahul Gandhi to step in
to douse the fire by forming six
panels to oversee the party’s
preparations for the polls, set for
October 28, November 3 and No-
vember 7.

A section in the Congress was
upset over denial of tickets to
young leaders such as Kesar
Singh, Tarun Kumar, Jai Prakash
Choudhary, Rashid Fakhri and
Sanyogita Singh.

The Congress high command
swung into action and immedi-
ately rushed a team of its senior
central leaders to Bihar to over-
see election management.

On October 11, the Congress an-

nounced various committees
with overriding powers for the
assembly elections.

Surjewala is heading the election
management and coordination
committee with former general
secretary Mohan Prakash as its
convenor while spokesperson
Pawan Khera is in-charge of the
media panel.

However, Bihar Congress presi-
dent Madan Mohan Jha, Con-
gress legislature party leader
Sadanand Singh and Rajya Sabha
member Akhilesh Prasad Singh,
against whom state leaders
raised the banner of revolt, were
kept out of these committees.
Three days later, seven AICC sec-
retaries — Jitender Baghel, Sudhir
Sharma, Chella Vamshi Chand
Reddy, Gurkirat Singh Kotli, Ma-
hendra Joshi, Qazi Mohammad
Nizamuddin and Rajesh Dhar-
mani—were deployed in Bihar to
assist the central team.

The party has also established a
war room in Patna and handed
over its charge to former Jhark-
hand unit president Dr Ajoy
Kumar, who had quit the Con-
gress last year to join the Aam

Aadmi Party (AAP) but rejoined it
last month. Kumar, a former In-

dian Police Service (IPS) officer,
had served as superintendent of
police, Patna, in 1986.

The Congress has further de-
ployed 70 observers in 70 con-
stituencies it is contesting as part
of the ‘Mahagathbandhan,” or
grand alliance, along with the
Rashtriya Janata Dal (RJD) and
the Left parties. Out of the total
243 seats, the RID is contesting
144 and the Left parties 29. The
allies have also formed a political
coordination committee that
meets every day to discuss the
poll preparations and iron out lo-
calised and constituency-specific
differences.

To assist Khera, the party also ap-
pointed special coordinators, in-
cluding Sanjeev Singh and Abhay
Dubey, who were drawn from
the AICC’'s communication de-
partment.

But Surjewala said it is a routine
that the AICC follows in every
state election and the central
team’s role in Bihar is to support
the efforts of the local leader-
ship.

“We are involved in election
management and the opera-
tional part is completely in the
hands of the state leadership. My
role is also to persuade the dissi-
dents and organise programmes
and star campaigners, looking at
the war room and media man-
agement. There is complete co-
ordination between the two
units,” he added.

The move was necessitated by
the fact that many state leaders
are involved in poll preparations
and campaigning, Surjewala said,
adding the Bihar Congress presi-
dent is busy in the legislative
council elections on October 22.
Patna-based political analyst Ajay
Kumar Jha, who was previously
associated with the AN Sinha In-
stitute of Social Studies, said the
Congress’s move could be attrib-
uted to three factors — a lack of
strong leadership in the state, in-
fighting and allegations in ticket
distribution.

“Helplessness in handling local is-
sues by the local leadership also
prompted the Congress high
command to take these correc-
tive measures,” he added.
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The Financial Action Task Force
(FATF) on Friday decided to retain
Pakistan on its “grey list”, giving it
time till February next year to ad-
dress what the multilateral watch-
dog said were “very serious
deficiencies” in its efforts to counter
terror financing.

The decision was announced at the
end of FATF’s three-day virtual ple-
nary meeting, and the body’s presi-
dent, Marcus Pleyer, cautioned that
Pakistan would not be given a
chance “forever” to address out-
standing issues. Repeated failure to
deliver on FATF’s action plan would
result in a country being put in the
“black list”, he said.

Pakistan was placed in FATF’s list of
“jurisdictions under increased mon-
itoring” or grey list in 2018 for failing
to control terror financing and
money laundering. In a virtual re-
peat of the warning issued to Pak-
istan in February, FATF said in a
statement: “As all action plan dead-
lines have expired, the FATF strongly
urges Pakistan to swiftly complete
its full action plan by February
2021

Pleyer, at a virtual news conference,
said Pakistan had “largely ad-
dressed” 21 of 27 items in its action
plan and the government had sig-
nalled its commitment to complete
the rest.
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FATF keeps Pakistan off blacklist for now, warns that it can’t take forever

“But it is clear [that] even though
Pakistan has made progress, it
needs to do more. Pakistan cannot
stop, it needs to continue

to carry out reforms, par-
ticularly to implement tar-

geted financial sanctions

and prosecute and sanc-

tion those financing terror-

ism,” he said.

The work done by Pakistan

the

world has become safer

“definitely means

but the six outstanding

items are very serious deficiencies
that still have to be repaired, and for
that reason, the risks [have not been
overcome]”, Pleyer added.

In an apparent reference to Pak-
istan’s repeated failures to meet
deadlines for the action plan, Pleyer
said: “As long as we see that the
country is progressing with the ac-
tion items, and we have seen
progress with Pakistan, we give
them a chance to repair the out-
standing issues but we don’t do this
forever.”

He added, “You can look at other
countries where after a while, we
have seen there is no longer
progress on the action plan and the
action plan has not been com-
pleted, then the countries are
pushed to the black list.”

Pleyer made it clear Pakistan would-

n’t be out of the woods with mere
completion of the action plan. Once
FATF's plenary agrees that all 27

items had been completed, there
will be an on-site visit by an assess-
ment team to verify information
given by Pakistan and see that all
measures are working effectively.
“After that on-site visit, the next ple-
nary will then decide whether Pak-
istan has indeed fully and effectively
completed the action plan and then
there is a decision on whether Pak-
istan would leave the grey list or
not,” he said.

Besides, Pleyer cautioned that Pak-
istan is also subject to an evaluation
by FATF's regional affiliate, the Aus-
tralia-based Asia Pacific Group.
Inits latest report issued in Septem-
ber, APG concluded Pakistan has
fully complied with only two of 40
recommendations to counter terror
financing and money laundering,
and that it was “non-compliant” on

four recommendations, “partially
compliant” on 25 and “largely com-
pliant” on nine.
FATF’s statement said Pak-
istan should continue ad-
dressing its  “strategic
deficiencies”, including
demonstrating that law en-
forcement agencies are
identifying and investigating
the widest range of terror fi-
nancing activity and that in-
vestigations and
prosecutions target desig-
nated persons and entities.
Pakistan should demonstrate that
terror financing prosecutions result
in “effective, proportionate and dis-
suasive sanctions”, and it should
show “effective implementation of
targeted financial sanctions” against
terrorists designated by the UN Se-
curity Council and those acting on
their behalf by preventing the rais-
ing and transferring of funds, identi-
fying and freezing assets, and
prohibiting access to funds and fi-
nancial services.
Islamabad should also demonstrate
enforcement and action against
non-profit organisations, which are
often used as fronts by Pakistan-
based terror groups, the statement
said.
Pleyer brushed aside a question on
whether Pakistan is being discrimi-

nated against by saying the country
is being treated in line with the same
rules that have been accepted by
205 countries globally. He also dis-
missed a question from a Pakistani
body about the alleged involvement
of Indian banks in terror financing,
saying FATF isn’t an investigative
body.

Sameer Patil, fellow for interna-
tional security studies at Gateway
House, said the six action items
FATF is pressuring Pakistan to im-
plement are the “most crucial ones
that will help finish off the terror
groups”.

“Pakistan has was hoping to con-
vince the watchdog to remove it
from the grey list but FATF has taken
a more serious view and asked Pak-
istan to go full throttle and termi-
nate the state’s support to terror
groups, which Pakistan will find diffi-
cult to do given the history of these
groups being used as proxies by the
army,” he said.

“Implementing the full action plan
won'’t be easy because of the fear of
retribution from these terror
groups. We can expect Pakistan to
enact more dramas, such as a crack-
down and prosecution of terrorists,
before the next FATF meeting,” he
added.

There was no immediate reaction to
FATF’s decision from Indian officials.

Next 3 months decisive in determining

India’s Covid-19 trajectory: Harsh Vardhan

Union Health Minister Harsh Vardhan on Friday said the
next three months are going to be decisive in determin-

ing the coronavirus situation in the country as he urged
people to follow Covid appropriate behaviour in the com-

Vardhan, who reviewed the Covid-19 prepared-
ness with the health and medical education min-
isters and other senior officials of Uttar Pradesh,
said in the last three months, the country has
seen significant improvement in the Covid pa-
rameters, the health ministry said in a statement.
“From recording over 95,000 Covid-19 cases in a
day, they have been substantially reduced to less
than 55,000 per day. The recovery rate of India is
nearing 90 per cent. The Case Fatality Rate (CFR)
is also declining. CFR stands at 1.51 per cent and
is moving towards the target of being less than 1
per cent,” he was quoted as saying in the state-

ing festival season and winter months.
He also highlighted that the number of active Covid-19
cases in the country are less than 7 lakh and the doubling
rate has increased to 97.2 days.

ment.

“The number of active cases are less than 7 lakh
and the doubling rate has increased to 97.2 days,

as of now,” Vardhan said.

From just one lab, the country now has nearly

2,000 laboratories.

The number of total Covid-19 tests conducted
across the country have surpassed 10 crore.
“This is a positive indication that we are moving in
the right direction,” the minister said.

He said appropriate measures are being taken to combat

the infectious disease.

“But the next three months are going to be decisive in

determining the situation of Covid-19 in the country. If

han said.

we take adequate precaution and follow Covid appropri-
ate behaviour in the coming festival and winter season,
we will be in a better position to fight coronavirus,” Vard-

“For a big state like Uttar Pradesh, it becomes important
that maximum thrust is given to simple precautionary
measures which are effective in preventing the spread of
the disease to a large extent like wearing masks/face
cover, especially in public spaces, and following hand and
respiratory etiquettes,” he added.

The health minister also spoke to officials of the districts
where fresh Covid-19 cases or deaths are increasing.

He said as on date, Uttar Pradesh has a fatality rate of

1.46 per cent which is less than the national average. The

recovery rate of the state (92.2 per cent) is also more
than the national recovery rate. The positivity rate is 3.44

per cent, the statement said.

Vardhan also stressed that the northern state needs to

focus on increasing testing, surveillance, contact tracing

pandemic, it added.

and early diagnosis to keep the fatality rate low. He ap-
preciated the efforts of the state in vaccinating those chil-
dren who were left out of immunisation due to the
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Adani Group set to begin airport operations

in 3 new cities, including Ahmedabad

Pak approves bill for review of
Kulbhushan Jadhav’s conviction

After winning the bid to acquire
the operations of the Mumbai air-
port in August this year, Adani En-
terprises Limited (AEL) is currently
preparing itself for a new set of
airport takeovers in the coming
days. The group would essentially,
for a 50-year-lease, maintain the
operations, management and de-
velopment of the airports at Man-
galuru, Lucknow and Ahmedabad
from October 30, November 02
and November 11 respectively.
The decision has been made after
the company was asked by the
Airports Authority of India (AAl) to
take over the three airports be-
fore November this year.

As announced in the company’s
Annual Report of 2019-2020,
Adani itself
“well-positioned to become lead-

Group considers

ing airport operator in India.” The
report also announced that the
group won the bids for operations
in six airports at Ahmedabad, Luc-
know, Mangaluru, Jaipur, Guwa-
hati and Thiruvananthapuram,
under the Public Private Partner-
ship (PPP) model announced by
the central government.

The company also said that they
would operate under a hybrid
business model that comprises
two revenue structures - aero and
non-aero revenues. The non-aero

YO CEL BRI ITL BT KR il (-Jl No atmosphere for talks with India, says Pak foreign minister

revenues would be aimed at tap-
ping the potential of “non-pas-
senger airport visitors.”

While there were plans to handle
airports in the post-Covid-19 era
in the report, the lockdown in-
duced by the pandemic has
widely hindered Adani’s plans for
airport domination. The company
announced in June this year that
the acquisitions of operations in
Guwahati and Jaipur airports
were halted, as reported by Mint.
Another challenge that the com-
pany faced was a legal battle with
the Kerala state government after
the latter opposed the privatiza-
tion of Thiruvananthapuram air-
port, calling it ‘not in public
interest.” However, the Kerala
High Court on October 19 this

year dismissed the contention of
the state government, as re-
ported by the Mint.

Members of the opposition have
alleged favouritism on part of the
central government for offering
all airports to the Adani Group.
“There’s a clear violation of norms
in giving airports to a single pri-
vate entity. Govt ignored the ad-
vice of some of its own ministries
and departments. Changes in
norms enabled Adani group to
win all six bids,” Congress leader
had said, according to news
agency ANI.

Despite the challenges, Adani
would proceed with the takeovers
as announced earlier, a press re-
lease from the AAI mentioned.

fearing sanctions: Jadhav’s friend

Pakistan decided to approve the
bill for review of Kulbhushan Jad-
hav’s conviction to avoid sanc-
tions from United Nations
Security Council (UNSC), Jadhav's
friend Arvind Singh said on Fri-
day.

“] see it as positive news. They
(Pakistan) also fear if they would
not have approved the bill they
could have got sanctions from
the UNSC. Now, this has given us
hope that things will happen in a
structured way,” Singh told ANI.
He also said that there will be a
lot of repercussions if Pakistan
will not act according to the ver-
dict of the International Court of
Justice (I1CJ).

“If they will not act according to
the ICJ verdict there will be a lot
of repercussions. The realisation
of that itself has given us hope
that thing will actually move in
the right direction.”

He further said that India has
been very vocal about all the
documents relating to the Kulb-
hushan Jadhav and emphasised,
“We need consular access which
should be unconditional and
unimpeded.”

Arvind Singh’s statement comes
after Pakistan National Assem-
bly’s Standing Committee on Law
and Justice approved the bill for
review of Kulbhushan Jadhav’s
conviction on Wednesday.
Jadhav has been sentenced to
death by a military court for es-

pionage.

Pakistan claims that Jadhav was
arrested from Balochistan in
2016 on charges of espionage.
India has rejected Pakistan’s alle-
gations and said he was kid-
napped from the Iranian port of
Chabahar. In early 2017, a Pak-
istani military court sentenced
him to death.

Federal Minister for Law and Jus-
tice Farogh Naseem said that the
bill to review the conviction of
Jadhav has been introduced with
the directives of the Interna-
tional Court of Justice (Review
and Reconsideration) Ordinance,
reported Dawn.

The ordinance allows Jadhav to
file an appeal against his convic-
tion in a high court.

Farogh warned that in case the
bill was not adopted by Parlia-
ment, Pakistan could face sanc-
tions for not complying with the
IC)'s verdict. The law minister
said that India could be filing a
contempt petition against Pak-
istan in the ICJ by promulgating
the said ordinance.

Recently, India had lashed out at
Pakistan for failing to provide
consular access to Kulbhushan
Jadhav.

The ICJ had upheld India’s claim
of the Pakistani regime commit-
ting the grievous violation of the
Vienna Convention on Consular
Relations on several counts.

at a firecracker factory in
Tamil Nadu’s Madurai

At least five people were killed and three injured in a fire
that broke out at a firecracker factory in Tamil Nadu’s
Madurai on Friday, according to reports.

The fire was caused by a series of explosions that took place
inside the factory and severely damaged the structure, po-
lice said, according to a report in news agency PTI.

Among the five victims that were killed in the fire, three
were women. Many other workers managed to escape the
factory in time, police added. The fire service units from
Srivilliputhur and Virudhunagar were rushed to the spot to
douse the fire.

DMK president MK Stalin condoled the deaths and urged
the government to ensure safety precautions are taken in
fireworks factories as Diwali is just around the corner. Stalin
also sought adequate compensation for the bereaved fam-
ilies.

Pakistan foreign minister Shah Mehmood Qureshi told re-
porters on Friday that he does not see an atmosphere for
talks with India at this stage, citing what he called a ‘human
lockdown’ in Kashmir.

“In my honest opinion, | do not see an atmosphere for
talks,” he said at the foreign office in Islamabad.

Qureshi rejected suggestions that messages for talks have
been sent from across the border.

“There are some quarters who have been saying that talks
should take place, but | do not think this the time, or the at-
mosphere is right for this, as the situation in Indian held
Kashmir is very bad.”

“There are restrictions on movement of people and there
are human rights abuses taking place. There is a communi-
cation blackout. How can we have talks in such an atmos-
phere?”

He said that India needs to rethink its decision of removing
the special status for Jammu

and Kashmir.

“Only then can we have talks,”

he said adding that the Indian

action has been rejected both

by Pakistan and the people of

Kashmir. “India’s stance on

Kashmir has suffered because

of its actions.”

He told reporters that when

Prime Minister Imran Khan as-

sumed office, he had pro-

posed talks but these were

rejected by India.

“Now given the situation in

Kashmir, we cannot give talks

priority.” India, he said, has to

review its one-sided decisions.

He also said India’s plans to “push Pakistan into the black-
list” of Financial Action Task Force (FATF) will fail because of
the steps the country had taken to meet the requirements
of the global watchdog on money laundering and terrorist
financing.

His comments came as a plenery meeting of FATF on Friday
voted to keep Pakistan in its ‘grey list’ of countries whose
controls over terrorism financing are deemed inadequate.
“l can say this with confidence, India will fail in its designs to
push Pakistan into the blacklist,” Qureshi said, adding that
the world had “acknowledged” that the government and
parliament had taken “concrete steps” regarding the FATF’s
action plan.

Of the 27 points on which the FATF had asked Pakistan to
take action, “I can say with conviction we have imple-
mented 21,” the minister said. He added that progress had
also been made on the remaining six points.
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Car Rally in support of Punjab Farmers

On 19 Oct. at 2pm a car rally was organised by Sydney Sikh youth in support of the farmers of Punjab who have been agitating against the new Agricultural laws of Modi gov-
ernment. The rally which started from Glenwood Gurughar after performing sikh ardas was addressed by about one dozen speakers who explained in detail the meaning

and repercussion of these laws.

The speakers emphasized that the new laws are controversial for a number of reasons. They abolish long standing agricultural subsidies known as the Minimum Support Price
and enable corporations to dictate crop prices, disrupting the already unfair balance of power between farmers and the market.

Farmers are also concerned that dictated crop prices will influence crop rotations and planting practices undermining the ecological balance and further draining groundwater
levels, a long standing contentious issue between Punjab and the New Delhi government. The farmers major concern is that eventually they will be marginalised by corpo-
rations and lose their ancestral lands to corporate interests. These new laws are a continuation of Indian state discrimination that has targeted Sikhs in Punjab since 1947.
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The Spy

It was summer noon with
the He
alighted at the Batala bus

blazing sun.
stand. He was totally new
to this place and the bus
stand presented no better
look than some other semi-
urban typical bus stands of
Punjab --- dust flowing,

A short Story

passengers hawking uncul-
turally and the roadways
ranksmen  reciprocating
roughly. He hawked at a
the

rickshaw was there before

rickshaw-puller and
him in a minute. He told him
the address of his destina-
tion and rickshaw-puller
started pulling him towards
that area. Within fifteen
minutes he was standing at
in front of the house of his
search.

He coaxed the button of the
door bell and heard the
passing ring inside the res-
idence housed in a big
beautiful building. The door

to their full capacity.
It was the office of

his lawyer mentor,
Mohinder M. Kan-
war. His gentle, suave and

sympathetic mentor helped
him sit comfortably and
speeded up the air-cooler.
It added to the pleasant
coolness of the room and
he felt heavenly ease and

MEIT M. R
Awvtar S. Sangha

0437641033

comfort after covering

the journey in the
scorching heat of
The

the

June. lawyer

called servant

opened. A grey haired well
built gentleman was stand-
ing at the threshold with in-
terrogative expressions on
his face. He bade him a po-
lite wish and handed a let-
ter of recommendation to
him. He read it with the
mixed expressions of ap-
prehension an surprise.

After
there came a change into

reading the letter
the expressions of the gen-
tleman. He greeted the
guest into the house with
cordial and hospitable ex-
pressions. Within moment
they entered a well — fur-
nished room which had five

almirahs packed with books

from upstairs and the
servant was there in the
room with the airs of obedi-
ent affectations to carry out
the orders of the boss. The
order was placed for cold
coffee. In the mean time,
he initiated for breaking the
ice with his guest:
“So, gentelman, you have
come from......?"
“From Hoshiarpur, sir”
“You actually hail from
Hoshiarpur or you have
done your post graduation
from Hoshiarpur?”
“Sir, | belong to a village
near Hoshiarpur . | have
done my Master's degree
from the University Depart-

ment Chandigarh.”

i,
quite close to my teacher,
Prof. Pathak. My teacher
helped me get this letter of

“How do you then know
Kanwar?”

o

Pricipal Kanwar is

recommendation from him.
Sir, no doubt | had done my
graduation from Hoshiarpur
but Kanwar Sahib was not
the principal at that time.
He took the charge after-
wards, sir.”

“l see. Tomorrow you will
appear for interview?”
“Yes, Sir.”

“I have contacts with some
of the lecturers of the col-
lege. So we shall meet
them in the evening. | hope
they will certainly help you.”
“Thank you, sir.”

“The head of the depart-
ment is an American gen-
tleman. It is, however,
difficult to contact him.
Wvwn then, | shall try my
best.”

“So kind of you, sir.”

The servant brought coffee.
They began sipping it.

“| forgot to ask your name,
gentleman,” resumed the

lawyer.

“Sir,
Aneja.”

Rajinder

“Your parents?”
“Sir, my father is
a small shopkeeper at my

lage. He faced untold of
hardships to afford the ex-
penses of my studies. The
family is almost unedu-
cated, sir.”

“Mr. Aneja, when you have
such a poor background,
then why did not you join
the Hoshiarpur college for
your Master’s degree? Why
did you go to Chandigarh—
an expensive city?”

“Sir, | had got scholarship
at the graduation level.
Moreover, my teacher ad-
vised me to join the univer-
sity. He guided me that the
university career helps one
improve one’s personality.”
“l see.”

They had such type of in-
formatory conversation for
about one hour. Aneja
knew that Mohinder Mohan
was a reputed lawyer of the
area and he must not be
having much time to talk to
a newly acquainted man
like him. Moreover, he did
not think that he should dis-
turb him for a long time. So
he thought of parting com-

He was
non-plussed.
He had com-

mitted no crime
but he was
wanted at the
police station!
He could not
understand the
situation. The
constables did
not want to talk
to him in detail.
He apprehen-
sively re-
quested them
that he might
be allowed to
have the drinks
that he had or-
dered for.

pany with him with a
prospect of meeting him
again in the evening. He
begged leave of him for a
few hours on the pretext of
seeing the college side.
The advocate agreed to it,
though he showed come
hesitation because of the
heat charged afternoon.

After coming out of the
house Mr. Aneja was again
a prey to the penetrating
rays of the sun. He walked
a few steps. Then he
caught sight of a rickshaw-
puller within the range of
his hawk. The rickshaw
man was perspiring from
head to feet but the glitter
of a couple of chips com-
pelled him to drag his rick-
shaw towards his fare. Mr.
Aneja sat in the rickshaw
and thought of collecting
some information about the
area from the rickshaw
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puller.

“Bhai Sahib, you are from
U.P.?” he asked the rick-
shaw puller.

“No, Sahib, | am Punjabi.”

“Your district?”

“Sahib, | worked as a rick-
shaw puller at Amritsar for
many years. Then | came
to Batala because | got in-
volved in litigation there. No
doubt, Sahib, | was acquit-
ted by the court but my fel-
low rickshaw-pullers
developed hatred for me
because of my implication
in the case. Such are peo-
ple, Sahib.”

“Mr., how many miles is
Pakistani  border from
here?” he asked the rick-
shaw puller.

“Sahib, it is hardly twenty
five miles.”

Then he asked him to stop
his rickshaw for a while be-
cause he wanted to drink
water from the nearby
handpump. He got down
and proceeded for water.
The rickshaw man also fol-
lowed him. He handled the
pump and Mr. Aneja drank
water with his hands. The
rickshaw puller also fol-
lowed the suit. The sweat
had wetted Mr. Aneja’s
clothes from here and there
and he was looking like a
bit perplexed man. The
rickshaw man was looking
at him for the order for
restarting the vehicle. At his
fare’s order he again
started pulling the vehicle.

“Is there some good hotel
in Batala for the night
stay?”

“Sahib, the hotel here are
not that good. The rooms
are mere dens. But one has
to stay. And they are of
course better than nothing.”
“What films are running in
the theatre here?”

“Sahib, | do not have much

interest in films. | do not
know about them.”
Meanwhile, the destination
of the fare was reached.
The rickshaw — puller went
his way after dropping him
near the college. He was
simply to kill few hours to
avoid disturbance to his
lawyer mentor. He entered
a small hotel and ordered
some cold drinks. An Urdu
News Daily was already
lying there on the table. He
started simply seeing the
pictures on the paper as he
was stranger to the script.
But suddenly he was dis-
turbed by two police con-
stables.

“Babu, you are wanted at
police station”, one of them
blurted out.

“Why? ” he stammered.
“This we can't tell you. The
station house officer wants
to have a talk with you.”
He was non-plussed. He
had committed no crime
but he was wanted at the
police station! He could not
understand the situation.
The constables did not
want to talk to him in detalil.
He
quested them that he might

apprehensively re-
be allowed to have the
drinks that he had ordered
for. They, however, agreed.
The waiter brought him the
drinks and he had them
after formally expressing a
gesture of offering it to the
constables. The drinks had
no taste for him: the sweet
had become sour in a mo-
ment: the police station
was flashing before his
mind. He suspected that he
had been wrongly impli-
cated in some case. But the
Indian police listens the
man only after cruelly flog-
ging him. He had no doubt
that he would be fully taken
to task by the police for no

fault of his. He made an en-
treaty to the constables to
detect the matter.

“My good friends, at least
you must tell me the reason
for my conviction?”

“We say, we shall listen no
qguestions. The queries will
be entertained by our
boss”, said one of the con-
stables in a bit harsher
tone.

“Please, please, | implore
you. There must be some
clue after all.”

The policemen, however,
showed some change in
their mood at his entreaty.
They became a bit mild in
their further interrogation.
“Babu, what talks you had
with the rickshaw-puller?”
said one of the constables
in a detective tone.

He started reminiscing the
conversation. He had all
talks in a sub-conscious
manner and could not rec-
ollect them easily. But still
the memory was partially
revived.

“Sir, | enquired from him
about the hotels....... and....
theatres in the town.”
Didn’'t you ask anything
more?

“No, sir! | have forget the
other things.”

“Didn’t you enquire about
the Pakistani border? said
the constable with a tri-
umphant look in his eyes.”
“Yes, yes, sir, | did enquire.
| have seen the area for the
first time. So | thought of
collecting the knowledge
about it.”

“Knowledge! We know it
you are a sharper, babu.”
“Not at all, sir.”

“Where have you come
from?”

“From Hoshiarpur, sir.”
“What for?”

“Sir , | shall appear for in-
terview at the Christian Col-

lege tomorrow.”

“For which post?”

“For lecturership, sir.”

“We know nothing about
lectur... ship?”

The people had started as-
sembling in the hotel with
the full beliefe that a Pak-
istani spy had been nabbed
by the police. They looked
towards the victim with ex-
tremely suspicious eyes.
They were sure that a hefty
had
gripped. They were recom-

Musalman been
mending the harshest pun-
ishment. Some of them
passed bitter fanatic re-
marks. The victim found
himself in a tight fitted grip.
The

started the cross examina-

constables again
tion.

“What is your name?”
“Rajinder Aneja.”

“You are a Pakistani spy.
We are cent percent sure”,
said the constable while
looking at the Urdu daily
lying before the victim on
the table.

“No sir, | am not that sort of
man. The rickshaw puller
only suspected it, sir, as |
have been seen in this
town for the first time.”
“What is your father?”

“He is shopkeeper at my
village. You know sir, | am
unemployed. If you want to
drag an innocent man into
the lockup, it is no bad. |
need livelihood. You will
definitely provide me food,
though of alow quality. But
food is food sir, Do as you
wish.”

“You stand up and follow us
to the police station”,said
the constable in a police
man like tone.

The people giggled at the
fate of the victim whereas
the latter was stunned at
the irony of the situation.
His thinking had been cur-

tailed by the aggression of
the people and nothing oc-
curred to him. But before
going with the policemen
an idea suddenly came into
his mind. He rummaged his
pockets and the telephone
number of the lawyer em-
braced his hands. He re-
quested the policemen that
he should be allowed to
telephone a local man be-
fore his departure to the po-
lice station. They asked
him the person he wanted
to telephone and saw the
telephone number winking
at them. He told them that
the man was advocate Mo-
Mohan
When they read the num-

hinder Kanwar.
ber carefully, they felt be-
wildered. Within a moment
they were nowhere to be
in the hotel. The
crowd of the people dis-

seen

persed with their faces
hung downward and he
heaved a sigh of relief.

He reached the house of
his mentor lawyer and told
him the whole story. The
advocate’s surprise knew
no bounds. He asked his
guest whether he could
the
puller. The guest nodded in

recognize rickshaw
the affirmative. He was
sent into the bazaar on mo-
torcycle along with the son
of the host to make a
search of the rickshaw
puller. But the rickshaw
puller had already got a
safe side somewhere. The
lawyer told his guest that it
was quite possible that the
rickshaw puller had been
appointed by the police for
the particular purpose of
playing the role of a detec-
tive.

It was July 1975, almost a
month afert the declaration
of political emergency in
India.
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Press Release- Harman Foundation
Harman Foundation Launched 24/7 Helpline 1800 11 66 75
for Domestic& Family Violence

Harman Foundation Successfully Held Their Launch Event, ‘Batting for
a Cause’ on the 11th of October 2020- Helpline 1800 11 66 75.

Elara Boulevard, Marsden Park, NSW: Harman Foundation, an organi-
sation working to deliver open, empathetic support, guidance, and re-
assurance to all multicultural community members, launched a 24/7
Helpline. Harman Foundation was establishedin 2013 .The launch of
helpline represents a new milestone for the not-for-profit organisa-
tion. The 24/7 helpline free of charge provides case to case a system-
atic approach to the victims of domestic and family violence,
counselling services, support to international students, chaplaincy &
bereavement and food to the needy services.

The Harman Foundation held the event “Batting for a Cause”, a
friendly cricket matchbetween home team “Clydesdale Farm Cricket
Club” and “Team Harman”,to launch the 24/7 Helpline and predomi-
nantly bring awareness to the community to seek help. In attendance
were Local Blacktown City Deputy Mayor &counsellors, Director Cul-
tural Affairs fromConsulateGeneral of India, Jay Raman, Vice President
and Executive Director of Sri Om Care, police officers representing
Mount Druitt and Riverstone police commands. The event began with
the national anthem sung by Ria followed by acknowledgement of
country and the traditional custodians of the land. The event was held
in partnership with Waratah Estate Agents and Clydesdale Farm
Cricket Club and with the support of many sponsors: Elara, Stockland,
Grewal Farms, Xclusive Homes, Star Uniforms Australia, Sahara Fu-
nerals, UNEEK Conveyancing and JOY BOOTH.

The MCs, Jaideep Singh and Manu Singh,opened the speeches by in-
troducing one of Harman Foundation’s Directors, Nikki Harnoor Singh,
who spoke of the mission and origin of the Harman Foundation. This
was followed by Hitika Bhatia, a counsellor with Harman Foundation,
who explained the services offered through this Helpline and the im-
pacts of the domestic violence on men and women within the multi-
cultural community. Harinder Kaur, co-founder of the Harman
Foundation, spoke broadly on domestic violenceand stressed upon vic-
tims to seek help. She also discussed the stories of two Punjabi women
late Harjit Kaur (2017) and Kamaljeet Kaur Sidhu (2020), both being
the ultimate victims of domestic violence, in honour of whom the or-
ganisation established HER House (Harman foundation Empowerment
and Refuge House)in 2017. It provides shelter to women and their chil-
dren who are victims of Domestic and family violence. She also drew
attention to the need to reach out to the South Asian community,
many of whom may not be aware of national domestic violence serv-
ices and hotlines. This is the need that this Helpline aims to fill as it is
established in consequence to its growing need during COVID time.
Harinder Kaur concluded her speech by stating that, “happiness is not
about what you have but what you give to others.”

Survivors of domestic violence Simi and Laila spoke of their experi-
ences with domestic violence. Simi, who has been working with the
Harman Foundation for 7 years, stated that “I didn’t want a broken
family, | could change him... | was giving wrong message by protecting
him and giving wrong message to children.” Laila, who has worked in
the NSW State Department of communities and Justice, also spoke of
her experiences of domestic violence and her fears of a broken family.
She stated that “l didn’t respect myself, so he didn’t respect me... kids
don’t need adad, but they need a role model.” Interestingly, a 7-year
old Vishamber Kaur came to the stage to ask the community to reach
out to the Harman Foundation when they need assistance.

Hon Kevin Connelly, State Member of Parliament from Riverstone
highly appreciated the work the Harman Foundation has done to the
community. This was echoed by Deputy Mayor of Blacktown City
Council, Councillor Julie Griffiths who went on to stress the need to

make society a better place to live. Hon Michelle Rowland, Federal
Member of Parliament from Greenway, appeared via video message
and spoke of the increase in family violence and the need to support
the work of organisations such as the Harman Foundation.

Before the cricket game started at 2pm, two cricket bats, donated by
the Cricket NSW by the support of Australian International Sports ,
were put up for auctionbringing in a total of $1150 of donations to the
Foundation. Following this an energetic gidha was performed by Hunar
e-Punjab Gidha Team. As the game started with a format of 15 overs
per side the competition began. During half-time Jaspreet Dance Team
took the stage and performed a Dhol and Bhangra /Bollywood dance
by the little kids to the cheering spectators. It was Harman Foundation
Team that won with the final scores of 111 to 108, with $1 donated
for each run.Co-founder &Chair Harman foundation Maninder Singh
presented Player of the Match to JyotiPhaugat from Team Harman
whereas the best bowler award was presented to Ajai Benerjee from
Clydesdale team. Harinder and Maninder Singh then presented the
Winner’s Trophy to the Harman Foundation’s Team.

In order to better understand and present the work of the Harman
Foundation, Our lead counselling team Hitika Bhatiaand Kiret Kaur in-
terviewed some community members in the domestic violence space
among them were Pallavi Sinha, the Appointed Supporter of the Joint
Federal and State Government Campaign to Stop Domestic Violence,
Councillor Chris Quilkey of Blacktown City Council, who highlighted
the importance of understanding and tackling the source and triggers
of domestic violence. The Councillor said there was a need to provide
services to rehabilitate abusers to uproot the cause and cycle of vio-
lence.

In conclusion, the day was a huge success with more than 400 atten-
dees. The speeches, interviews, and food stalls were engaging and in-
formative whilst the cricket match brought entertainment and cheer.
The focus of the day revolved around the launch of the Helpline 1800
11 66 75. For more information please do not hesitate to contact the
Harman Foundation at contactus@harmanfoundation.org.au.
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Pakistan sees red after PM Modi’s remarks on

Pulwama terror attack

Pakistan on Saturday rejected what it called Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi’s “insinuation” of its involvement in
the Pulwama attack by alluding to remarks made by a

Pakistani minister in that country’s parliament.

The statement from its foreign ministry was in reaction
to Modi’s remarks that the truth behind the 2019 attack
has been revealed after claims made in Pakistan’s Na-
tional Assembly.

“After the neighbouring country accepted responsibility
for the attack in its parliament, the true nature of the
people who resorted to ugly politics during our difficult

time has been uncovered. | request them not to do such

politics in the interest of the nation,” Modi said on Sat-

urday during a two-day visit to Gujarat, in remarks aimed
at the opposition.

On February 14 last year, 40 troopers were killed in a sui-
cide attack on a convoy of the Central Reserve Police
Force (CRPF) by a member of the Pakistan-based terror-
ist group Jaish-e-Mohammed.
Pakistan’s science and technology minister Fawad
Chaudhry on Thursday said in the National Assembly that
his country had entered India and beaten it on its own
soil. “Hum ne Hindustan ko

Sean ‘James Bond’ Connery passes away at 90

Sean Connery, who epitomised
the suave yet cold-hearted spy
James Bond in seven iconic
thrillers and won several awards,
including one Oscar, has passed
away aged 90, his family said on
Saturday.

Knighted by Queen Elizabeth in
2000, the Edinburgh-born Con-

Are  Forever

(1971) and
Never Say
Never Again
(1983).

Born Thomas
Sean Connery
on August 25,
1930, he was

nery took up odd jobs in early years and ap-
peared in some films, before James Bond
happened. His dialogue, “Bond, James
Bond”, defined his portrayal of the spy,
widely considered the best among actors
who played the iconic role.

The seven films Connery appeared as James
Bond are: Dr. No (1962), From Russia with
Love (1963), Goldfinger (1964), Thunderball
(1965), You Only Live Twice (1967) Diamonds

the son of a factory worker and a domestic
cleaner. His initial years were difficult, work-
ing as a coffin polisher, delivering milk and
briefly joining the Royal Navy.

Connery took to bodybuilding and worked as
a model at the Edinburgh College of Art. He
briefly played for Manchester United, but
driven by the acting bug, took to the stage.
He was noticed while participating in the
1953 Mr Universe competition.

ghuss ke mara hai (We have entered and attacked India),”
Chaudhry had said.

But on Saturday, the Pakistan foreign office said Modi’s
remarks “is a brazen attempt to twist the remarks of the
federal minister, who was referring to the befitting re-
sponse given by the Pakistan Armed Forces in broad day
light to India’s ill-conceived misadventure of 26 February
2019, in violation of the UN Charter and international
law.”

It said, “It is the BJP leadership’s incurable obsession with
Pakistan that impels them to invariably blame Pakistan
for their own failings and shortcomings.”

“Most notably, it has been a part and parcel of the BJP’s
electoral strategy to raise the Pakistan ‘bogey’ in the at-
tempt to galvanise voters’ support, while seeking to di-
vert public attention from their domestic and foreign
policy failures.”

“Pakistan firmly believes that the biggest beneficiary of
the February 2019 Pulwama attack was the BJP govern-
ment, as it resulted in BJP’s landslide victory in Lok Sabha
elections following their virulent anti-Pakistan electoral
campaign,” it said.

“On the other hand, to this day, India has failed to pro-
vide any credible evidence of Pakistan’s alleged involve-
ment in the Pulwama attack.”

“The BJP regime is advised, once again, to stop dragging
Pakistan into India’s domestic politics, especially at the
time of elections in India,” it said. “Instead of mobilising
the electorate through stoking of anti-Pakistan senti-
ments, the BJP leadership would be well-advised to win
voter support by demonstrating actual performance in
meeting the expectations of the Indian people.”
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wishing you a very happy and prosperous Diwali!
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