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The Punjab Herald and Harman Foundation
wish the readers and community members Happy New Year. Eking
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Cheers to health, happiness, and prosperity in 2021!
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. DREAMZ TO REALITY LOANS R
RAJESH BHATIA >

MORTGAGE BROKER
MOB : 0430 821 823

E : raj@dtrloans.com.au |W: dtrloans.com.au
Address : 1/15 Flushcombe Road Blacktown NSW 2148 \

CASHBACK HOME BUILDER
REFINANCE UPTO $4000 GRANT EXTENSION

*T & C Apply » Eligible owner occupiers who sign contracts

between 1 January - 31 March 2021 will receive
$15,000 Homebuilder Grant!

e NEW property price cap threshold increased to
$950,000! (NSW)

e Construction commencement deadline will be

H o M E extended from 3 months to 6 months for all

eligible contracts signed on or after 4 June 2020

(> Specialised in...
Home Loans

Investment Property Loans

Land & Construction Loans LOAN

Refinancing
Debt lidati
C:Ir?, gtfsr;rs\:s':Zngsonal loans EXP E RT

Risk Insurances

* kX KX XX

SPECIAL INTEREST RATE”

* CONDITIONS APPLY.

OWNER OCCUPIED RATES INVESTMENT RATE

Rajesh Bhatia is a credit representative (CRN 486345) of BLSSA Pty Ltd (ACL No: 381237)

May you find great success and happiness in

this new year. Happy New Year 2021
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Happy New Year!

Wishing you a very prosperous New Year!




Klsan Mazdoor Ehta Zmdabad'

These community members, orig-
inally from the Indian sub-conti-
nent and currently the residents
of Sydney, Australia, voice their
support, solidarity and sympathy

with the agitating farmers of
India in New Delhi. They also
pray for the impending success
in their goal and vision.

-The Editor
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May gour New Ugar bring you reasons to smilg!

May you fill your New Year with new adventures, accomplishments, and learnings!
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the New Year 2021 bring you more Iove, happingss, and blessings!
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Rural Australia
Collector

Collector is a small village on the Federal Highway in
N.S.W, Australia halfway between Goulburn and ACT.
At the 2016 census, Collector had a population of 313
people

The area was first settled by Europeans in 1829 when
Terence Aubrey Murray was granted an area of land
here, originally called Old Collector . Murray acquired
further land in the area and renamed his property
Winderradeen where he built a 12-room house on the
land in 1837. About the same time he also acquired
the property of Yarralumla on the Limestone Plains,
now Government House. A post office opened at Col-
lector in 1848. The village reportedly is named after
the Aboriginal name for the region, Colegdar.

The Bushranger Hotel in Collector was the site of a
shooting of a Constable Samuel Nelson on 26 Jan
1865, by Johan Dunn, a member of Ben Hall's gang.
A Memorial was placed to mark the site of Nelson’s
grave a century later on 26 January 1965. The Col-
lector Village Pumpkin Festival has been held annu-
ally since 2013. The traditional harvest festival offers
market stalls, live music and entertainment, local pro-
duce as well as vintage car and farming machinery
displays. Collector is increasing in popularity as a
commuter town due to its proximity to the larger cen-
tres of Goulburn and Canberra, with new residents at-
tracted by the country lifestyle and village atmosphere.
There is a small public primary school located in the
village, with 28 students enrolled 2007.

Collector is also famous for the controversial sculpture
Dreamer by Tony Phantastes, built between 1993 and
1997 to commemorate, among other things, his father
and son’s life. A Gothic structure of cement and
chicken wire, the artist and the Gunning Shire Council
were in constant battle regarding the structure be-
tween 1997 and 2004. The plot in which the sculpture
stands was for sale and the sculpture itself under dem-
olition orders but still stands as of November 2016.
Canberran Stephanie Wood Spencer noticed some-
thing unusual when she visited the NSW town of Col-
lector for its Annual Pumpkin Festival. Beside the main
road she saw a giant cement gate with a figure stand-
ing in front of it. Stephanie asked Curious Canberra
about the art work, which seemed out of place in the
little town . A quick search online turned up a few arti-
cles about the gate, along with the artist’'s name I-e.
Tony Phantastes who was born and raised in rural
South Australia. Dreamer’s Gate’ is an homage to
Toni's father and also an homage to the landscape
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BRIDE WANTED

Resident in Australia Software
e & fugd el 19 @11 7 Rigwrarg =16 v few fdo wear & feim 33 Cn9INeer, 91 Born Gur Sikh Boy.

- e L R Seeking Educated Girl from
nryet fegemdt feuret 7 1ufost @5 WE gfmer (dame) 3 ufen fearuaes »inge

Gursikh family. Father Retd. from
WFWHTI@W%W%(@H%FH@?#T%&EU' Afgnrgrgt E?rgéé()' Govt Job, Mother House Wlfe,

13T aret T | IBEIHT UnaTaT €At yana3 § fa feuet & urasat § Aae & fear own house in SAS Nagar.
T | ¥HIE & HJ 86 & TH MU gSTfomT 3 19 58 8% o 31% oSt | 1 fen usw Contact 0435472706.

Tr 3fofed da=ret ot | gHaT ued #is. Ut fiw 989 8w (§3Te) 3° 7169
Wt g3t & iag uge afder 71 §7s <t fer 3y €t yin i3t € BWa faor &
fa 3y “Afermag 979 It IY fod™s dgeT I 7 mis. ut. fiw & gou™® sTaraT &t
Ffe3T ‘TraHt gar g fem™ & rewr gafent fagr § fa feg afes »im € oot

&<t o8t FudH dde s WA A% §&dnT W AAfer wfagur 87 ‘T

3 gavdt 9 € T I3 85 W d63T € F&9<9 3 JoHi3 Ug & mirfenr G W gt @
TR S bt & Gt wiere @ 9T wie St | o 85 A st L o
(rmt) 3 nirfeniT | wrsal & &N it 3 fap | @R et agret ‘et afet A § e e
B3 St v AT | 2R 3wy i it 3 far i gty B @ By it w03 fosh
i fer i1/t Bt Bunin” S TR 3| A, s 3 e s 3 ot M A
3T WS 35 fom By o iz 31 IS A A A e

s g -~ Ha3t '3 Ja ®ar fegt T, wifuardtu dbowt udmst ‘I miud

Wﬁwi‘eﬁﬁraﬁmé AT ¥YH od AdY I& MI 19
Hurag N7 9 JobdT 95 | Arfen fewar  Aa=dt § Mot peeet 9t |
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INS Kiltan reaches Cambodia with 15 tonnes relief material for flood victims

Indian Naval Ship (INS) Kiltan
reached the Sihanoukville Port
in Cambodia on Tuesday with
15 tonnes of disaster relief
items for the flood-affected
people of the country, the De-
fence Ministry here said.
Around 8 lakh people have
been affected and at least 42
people have died in Cambodia
due to floods that ravaged the
region during October and No-
vember.

The Defence Ministry said the
disaster relief items would be
handed over to Cambodia’s Na-
tional Disaster Management
Committee (NDMC).

“The current visit (of INS Kiltan)

seeks to fortify the bilateral co-

operation between the two
countries and contribute to-

wards security and stability in

the region,” the ministry said.
This operation of INS Kiltan is

part of Mission Sagar-Ill under

which humanitarian assistance
and disaster relief is being pro-

vided to friendly foreign coun-
tries during the ongoing coron-
avirus pandemic, the ministry
added.
Mission Sagar-Ill reiterates
India’s position as a depend-
able partner, and the Indian
Navy as the preferred security
partner and first responder, it
said.
“INS Kiltan arrived at Si-
hanoukville Port, Cambodia on
29 December 2020 as part of
ongoing Mission Sagar-IIl,” the
ministry said. This assistance is
reflective of the deep people-
to-people connection between
the two friendly countries, the

ministry noted.

India and UK to finalise early harvest trade deals by 2021,

ahead of comprehensive FTA

Post-Brexit, India and UK may
finalise trade agreements in
areas like pharmaceuticals,
fintech, chemicals, defence
manufacturing, petroleum
and food products by 2021, as
the two countries are keen on
early harvest deals while con-
tinuing negotiations for a
comprehensive free trade
agreement (FTA), two officials
said.

India and UK have a shared
commitment towards a free
trade agreement, but such ne-
gotiations are complex and
could take longer. Meanwhile,
the early harvest proposition
will help the two partners
grab the low-hanging fruits
within the framework of a
comprehensive trade agree-
ment, they said requesting
anonymity.

“The two sides are working on
the finer details pertaining to
about five-six sectors as some
announcements are expected
during UK Prime Minister
Boris Johnson’s India visit in
January 2021,” one of the offi-
cials said.

Johnson is the chief guest at
India’s Republic Day celebra-
tion on January 26, which is a
significant development in
terms of strategic relations
between the two countries
especially after Brexit, he said.
“Prime Minister Narendra
Modi spoke to Prime Minister
Johnson on November 27,
where the two leaders hoped
for a quantum jump in overall
India-UK partnership post-
Brexit as they saw huge po-

tential for enhancing collabo-
rations in areas of trade, in-

vestment, scientific research,
energy, defence, security and
climate change,” a second of-
ficial said.

The officials mentioned above
said that while some key
trade deals are expected by
2021, a comprehensive trade
deal between India and UK is
expected in two-three years.
“India is very cautious while
signing any FTA because of its
past experience. Various FTAs
signed in hurry by the previ-
ous governments, particularly
with the Asean, are under re-
view as these deals are heav-
ily tilted against Indian
interests,” the second official
said.

Co-chairing the 17th Asean-
India Economic Ministers Con-
sultations on August 29,
commerce minister Piyush
Goyal had said that FTAs had
to be “mutually beneficial”.

He had asked for an early re-
view of the Asean-India Trade

in Goods Agreement (AITIGA)
as the trade pact was hurting
India’s interes..

According to officials, trade
negotiations with UK are
based on the principle of mu-
tual benefit and arriving at an
agreement is relatively easy
because of the bilateral na-
ture of negotiations. Negotia-
tions of multilateral trade
deals are cumbersome and
time-consuming, they said.
Abhishek A Rastogi, partner at
law firm Khaitan & Co, said
India should be careful of
larger and long-term implica-
tions of FTAs. “The agree-
ments [with UK] should
clearly mention the aspects
related to the country of ori-
gin of the goods and the per-
centage of value addition as
these issues have been sub-
ject matter of debate,” he
said.

“At the very inception, both
the countries should have

clear understanding with re-
spect to bilateral investment
treaty, which allows for an al-
ternate dispute resolution
outside the host state juris-
diction. The relevant clauses
should not be legally open
ended... [to encourage] in-
vestments in both jurisdic-
tions,” he said.

Sanjay Aggarwal, president at
the PHD Chamber of Com-
merce and Industry, said this
is the “right time” to move
forward with an early harvest
deal between India and UK.
“India is always keen to move
from a bilateral trade agree-
ment to FTA... | believe, post
Brexit, the complementarities
between the two dynamic
economies will rise exponen-
tially,” he said.

“The areas such as drugs and
pharma, fintech, chemicals,
defence manufacturing, food

and beverages, petroleum
products and natural gas are
the most growth promising
areas of Indian economy and
have strategic competitive ad-
vantages in the international
market for trade and attract-
ing investments,” he added.
The trade relations between
the two countries have se-
verely stagnated during the
last decade, he said. “The bi-
lateral merchandise trade be-
tween India and UK increased
only from $11 billion during
2009-10 to around $16 billion
during 2019-20. We have to
scale up the volume to a tra-
jectory with the exploration of
untapped potential,” he said.
India’s main exports to the UK
are articles of apparel and
clothing accessories, power
generating machinery and
equipment, petroleum, petro-
leum products and related
materials, miscellaneous
manufactured articles, textile
yarn, fabrics, made up arti-
cles, footwear, medicinal and
pharmaceutical products,
road vehicles and other trans-
port equipment.

The main imports from the UK
to India are power generating
machinery and equipment,
non-ferrous metals, ferrous
ores and metal scrap, general
industrial machinery and
equipment and machine,
transport equipment, bever-
ages, electrical machinery and
appliances and electrical
parts, professional, scientific
and controlling instruments
and appliances, chemicals.



UPA couldn’t bring in farm reforms due to
pressure: Agri minister Tomar

Former Prime Minister Manmo-
han Singh and Nationalist Con-
gress Party (NCP) chief Sharad
Pawar, who was agriculture min-
ister when the Congress-led

Alliance

United
(UPA) government was in power

Progressive

“wanted to implement reforms
in the farm sector, but could not
due to external forces,” agricul-
ture minister Narendra Singh
Tomar was quoted as saying by
news agency ANI.

“Many chief ministers had tried
to implement the same farm
laws that the Narendra Modi
government had brought but
could not implement them due
to these external pressures,”
Tomar said, according to the
agency. He didn’t spell out what
kind of external pressures
stopped Singh and Pawar from
implementing the reforms.
Tomar addressed a farmers’ del-
egation that pledged support to
the three contentious farm laws.
“Many commissions, ministers,
chief ministers and governments
have made an effort to work in
the direction of farm sector re-
form. During the UPA regime Dr
Manmohan Singh and Sharad

Pawar wanted to implement
these reforms. However, due to
some pressure, they couldn’t im-
plement these laws.”

The Union government will hold

the sixth round of talks with
protesting farm unions on
Wednesday, a fresh attempt to
resolve a politically challenging
strike by farmers who have en-
circled the capital and want
three recent pro-reform laws
scrapped.

“Now our Prime Minister is
Narendra Modi. His only mission
is development. His only mission
is the well-being of people. Any
kind of force or pressure cannot
pressurise our Prime Minister.
When these forces fail, they get
frustrated,” the minister said.
“Prime Minister Modi got 303
seats in Lok Sabha because of
your blessings. Can PM Modi
make such a decision that will
adversely impact farmers and
villagers,” the minister asked.
“The Prime Minister imple-
mented demonetisation. There
were elements who used to
stand in queue and criticise the
government. On GST {goods and
late Pranab

services tax},

Mukherjee praised the PM.
Those forces again came into
being and started saying bad
things about Modiji that his days
were numbered. People said the
BJP would lose Gujarat, which is
a state dominated by industrial-
ists. In Surat, GST had the most
impact and by this logic we
should have lost, people voted
for Modi on every seat and for
GST,” Tomar said.

“We want to resolve this (the
protests) by discussion. We re-
spect our annadatas. We will be-
come self-reliant only when
farmers become self-reliant,” he
added.

The government’s sixth round of
talks with farm unions on
Wednesday will decide the fu-
ture course of the ongoing farm-
ers’ agitation againstthe three
recent farm-reform laws.

The laws essentially change the
way India’s farmers do business
by creating free markets, as op-
posed to a network of decades-
old, government marketplaces,
allowing traders to stockpile es-
sential commodities for future
sales and laying down a national
framework for contract farming.
Together, the laws will allow big
corporations and global super-
market chains to buy directly
bypassing
decades-old regulations.

from farmers,
Farmers say the reforms would
make them vulnerable to ex-
ploitation by big corporations
and erode the government’s
procurement system, whereby
the government buys staples,
such as wheat and rice, at guar-
anteed rates, known as a mini-
mum support prices (MSP).

‘Disappointed’, says Kamal
Haasan after Rajinikanth
drops political plans

Actor-turned-politician  Kamal
Haasan said on Tuesday he was
disappointed with co-star Ra-

jinikanth’s announcement he will

not join politics over his health.
Rajinikanth’s decision came a day
after he left the hospital in Hy-

derabad where he was being
treated for high blood pressure.
“l will meet Rajinikanth again
after my election campaign. Like
his fans, | too have been disap-
pointed but his health is impor-
tant to me,” Kamal Haasan of the
Makkal Needhi Maiam said, ac-
cording to news agency ANI.
Superstar Rajinikanth said he will
not take a plunge into politics and
start a party as announced ear-
lier, citing his frail health. “There-
fore, I inform with great regret |
am unable to come to politics by
floating a political party. Only |
know the pain behind making this
announcement,” he said in a
statement. He, however, said he
will serve people in whatever
ways he can without entering
electoral politics.

The 70-year-old had announced
earlier this month that he will
launch his political party in Janu-

ary and make the details public
by December 31. He had first an-
nounced in 2017 that he would
indeed enter politics ahead of the

assembly elections in Tamil Nadu
in 2021 and field candidates from
all 234 seats in the state.
Rajinikanth’s elder brother has
backed the Tamil superstar’s
move to withdraw his decision to
launch a political party. The 77-
year-old R Sathyanarayana Rao
said it’s his brother’s wish and
one can’t force him to change his
mind.

Unlike  Rajinikanth, Haasan
launched Makkal Needhi Maiam
(MNM) in 2018 in Madurai and
fought the Lok Sabha elections
last year with a vote share of 3.7
per cent. Haasan is in the second
leg of his campaign before he
heads to shoot a film in January.
Kamal will be contesting against
the DMK, the AIADMK and their
national partners the Congress
and the Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP). It’s also the first state elec-
tion after the deaths of the
AIADMK’s J Jayalalitha and M
Karunanidhi.

Mumbai: Popular car designer Dilip VHP to start Ayodhya’s Ram Temple construc-
tion fund collection drive from January 15

Chhabria held in cheating case

The Criminal Intelligence Unit (CIU) of
Mumbai Crime Branch on Monday ar-

rested renowned car designer Dilip

Chhabria in a cheating and forgery case,

police said.

Joint

(Crime)

acy, police said.

The development was confirmed by
Commis-
sioner of Police

Bharambe but he
refused to give
more details.

A car modified by
Chhabria’s  DC
Designs firm has
also been seized
as part of a case
registered under
IPC sections for
cheating, forgery and criminal conspir-

designated bank accounts. Deposits will be

Bank,” he said.
Milind

ruary 27.

way for it.

“Indians have accepted the Supreme Court’s

made in branches of Bank of Baroda, State
Bank of India and Punjab National

Teams of five people will carry out the
collection drive from January 15 to Feb-

VHP, an affiliate of the Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh that was at the
forefront of the Ram Temple move-
ment, has been authorised by the Ram
Janmabhoomi Teerth Kshetra Trust to

The trust was formed to oversee the temple
construction as the Supreme Court paved the

collect donations for the construction.

decision peacefully. Ram was not against any-

one so | appeal to our workers and others as

well to remain peaceful. A temple and a
mosque are both being constructed and the

work should be carried out peacefully,” said

Kumar.
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THE ONLY 0

INDIAN NAYY,

INDIAN AIR FORGE & INDIAN ARMY TURNS 100

Col Prithipal Singh Gill
turns 100 on 11 Dec
2020.

Col Prithipal Singh Gill
(without the consent of

(Birthday Special)
the family) joined the
Royal Indian Air Force
and was commissioned
as a Pilot Officer and sta-
tioned at Karachi, flying
Howard aircrafts. Flying
was then considered un-
safe and his family did
not want their son to
live the life of a Pilot.
This is when a British
General,known to the
Gill family, Gen Savoy,
came to his help and
was able to have Pilot
Officer Prithipal Singh
transferred to the Indian

Navy, where he served manded 71 Medium four guns.

on a mine sweeping ship
and later on INS Teer
which was a Navy es-
cort Ship for cargo ships
during World War 2. As
a Naval Officer, Sub Lt
Prithipal Singh was de-
tailed to attend the
Long  Gunnery Staff
Course at School of Ar-
tillery, Devlali, and he
qgualified as an Instruc-
tor in Gunnery (IG). He
then sought a transfer

Regt.

On promotion to the
rank of Col, Pirthipal
Singh, Commanded an
Assam Rifles Sector in
Ukhrul, Manipur.

After his exceptionally
chequered career in the
Royal Indian Air Force ,
Indian Navy and the In-
dian Army (Artillery),
Col Prithipal Singh Gill
finally retired to farming
the family lands at his
native village Pakhi in

to the Army, which was Col Prithipal Singh Gill Faridkot District.
approved, and he was A farmer’s son had

posted to "Gwalior
Mountain Battery"
equipped with 5.4 inch
Howitzers.

He later served with 34
Medium Regiment and
later raised and Com-

During the 1965 Indo-
Pak War four guns of his
Regt were cut off by
enemy action. Lt Col
Prithipal Singh Gill per-
sonally led a successful
mission to retrieve the

‘Chinese air force heavily deployed in Ladakh

theatre in support of PLA’: IAF chief

Indian Air Force Air Chief Mar-
shal RKS Bhadauria on Tuesday
said that China has heav-
ily deployed the People’s

Liberation Army Air Force
(PLAAF) to support its

army in the Ladakh the-

atre along with a large
number of radars and
missiles, even as he listed

out the possible Chinese
objectives for its actions

at the northern border.

The air chief said the likely rea-
sons for China’s actions along
India’s northern borders could
include planned escalation and
an attempt to establish border
claim lines and start border talks
on the new positions, military
signalling, domination efforts
with escalation control and de-
ployment and training of their
Western Theater forces in real
war-like scenarios wherein the
Galwan Valley incident was an
overreach.

Speaking at an event organised
by the Vivekananda Interna-
tional Foundation, Bhadauria
said China’s aim could also pos-
sibly be fine-tuning its strategy
to enhance its military technolo-
gies and recognize and fill gaps
to get its forces to synergise the

structures the Chinese military
has created over the last two

decades.

“In any case, all of the above
(possible objectives) appear to
have happened irrespective of
what was the starting objective.
It could also be a totally military-
dominated misadventure that
escalated given the rapid de-
crease in trust deficit in post-
Covid scenario... and possibly
due to the loss of face (for the
Chinese), the action later contin-
ued to escalate,” Bhadauria said.
“The important issue is that we
recognize what they (China)
have really achieved and what-
ever four or five points | men-
tioned have been actioned in the
real sense,” the IAF chief said.
Responding to a question, he
said the frontier People’s Libera-
tion Army Air Force (PLAAF) was

deployed fully to support the
Chinese army and it also had a
large presence in the “second

“Their deployment has been
very strong. We have taken
every action that we were re-
quired to take and cater to
such situation and be sure
that we will handle it,”

Bhadauria said.

The IAF chief said that the air

force’s robust actions in the
Ladakh theatre had “stopped the
Chinese in their tracks and they
remained there.” He said India’s
most important national security
challenge was to understand
China, its possible game plan and
the deepening and evolving
Sino-Pak relationship.
“We are aware that China’s main
aspirations are clearly on the
global front and regional domi-
nation is part of the route to
global leadership. Any serious
India-China conflict is not good
for China at the global front. If
Chinese aspirations are global,
then it does not suit their grand
plans and therefore it is impor-
tant to understand what could
be their possible objectives for
their actions in the
(Ladakh sector),” he said.

north

come full circle.

It is a most unique (and
maybe the only case of
its kind), that a Military
career of someone that
started as a pilot in the
Royal Indian Air Force,

later sailed the High
Seas with Indian Navy,
and finally saw action as
a Gunner Officer with
the Indian Army in the
1965 War, finally culmi-
nated as an Assam Rifles
Sector Commander in
Manipur.

An exceptional life in-
deed.

On 11 Dec 2020,

Col Prithipal Singh Gill,
will turn 100. On behalf
of the Gunners we wish
Col Prithipal Singh Gill a
very Happy 100th Birth-
day.

May you remain ever
Healthy and Happy.

His address.

Col Prithipal Singh Gill,
House No 2576/Sector
35 D, Chandigarh.

For Mahatma Gandhi patriotism and

Hinduism were not separate: Bhagwat

Patriotism and Hinduism were not
separate from each other for the
father of the nation Mahatma
Gandbhi, Rashtriya Swayamsevak
Sangh (RSS) chief Mohan Bhagwat

said at a book launch on Friday.
Speaking at Rajghat during the
launch of Making of a Hindu Pa-
triot: Background of Gandhiji’s
Hind Swaraj, by JK Bajaj and MD
Srinivas, Bhagwat said: “Gandhi ji
has said my patriotism comes
from my dharma. If you are a
Hindu, then it is natural that you
are a patriot.”

In the book, the authors have
quoted Gandhi having written to
Leo Tolstoy, “...My patriotism is
patent enough, my love for India
is ever growing but it is derived
from my religion and is therefore
in no sense exclusive.”

Bhagwat also stressed that Hin-
duism believes in the existence of
unity. “Difference does not mean
separatism,” he said, and quoted
Gandhi as having said that his reli-
gion takes all other religions along.

Referring to Gandhi’s emphasis on
Swaraj, or self-rule, Bhagwat said
that for Gandhi the struggle for
Swaraj was not only about replac-
ing the rulers but the reconstruc-

tion of society based on
civilisational values.

“A country is more than just land
but when we say rashtra (nation)
it means everything including the
forest, the rivers and all living be-
ings. You cannot understand what
Swaraj is, till you understand
swadharma,” he said.

Bhagwat also refuted the charge
levelled by critics that the Sangh
was trying to appropriate Gandhi.
He said such personalities cannot
be appropriated by anyone.Even
as the RSS has steadfastly dis-
tanced itself from Gandhi’s assas-
sin Nathuram Godse, those critical
of the Sangh allege that Godse’s
Hindu Mahasabha was inspired by
the RSS. The Sangh was banned
for the first time after the assassi-
nation, but the ban was revoked
in July 1949.
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Dr. Gurdev Singh Khush was
born August 22, 1935 in the
small village Rurkee, of Ja-
landhar district in a Jat Sikh
family. The eldest of four chil-
dren, he grew up in a farming
family; playing with his
cousins with the soil, making
small fields and putting some
wheat seeds in the soil, etc.
As a small boy he attended
the primary school in his vil-
lage. His early education was
rudimentary and his school
was a single room with one
teacher to instruct the differ-
ent classes. In 1945, Dr.
Khush joined the Khalsa High
School inBundala, a school
managed by the Sikh Com-
munity that included teach-
ers and students belonging to
various religions of his area.
He had to study late at night
with a kerosene lamp as
there was no electricity in his
village. He graduated and
topped his 10th class in the
school. In the high school he
had the habit of writing and
the
changed his name to “Khush”

sharing poetry and
(happy). His father, S. Kartar
SinghKooner, was the first
person of his village to pass
the high school certificate ex-
amination at his time. His fa-
ther inspired his son to value
His
mother did not receive any

the education in life.

formal education, but she
taught her son to work hard
in life.

Dr. Khush is an agronomist
and geneticist who, along
with mentor Henry Beachell,
received the 1996 World
Food Prize for his achieve-
ments in enlarging and im-
proving the global supply of
rice during a time of expo-
nential population growth.
He graduated B.Sc. from the
Government Agricultural Col-
lege (Now Punjab Agricul-
tural University) Ludhiana
1955, and Ph.D. from the
University of California, Davis
(UC Davis) in 1960. After
serving as a faculty member
of the University of California

(UC) for seven years studying
the tomato genome. There-
after he joined the Interna-
tional Rice Research Institute
(IRRI) in the Philippines as a

Prize in Agriculture (2000).
He was elected a Fellow of
the Royal Society in 1995 and
by the National Academy of
Agricultural Sciences as their

tural Studies in 2010, which is
a non-profit philanthropic or-
ganization dedicated to pro-
the
development in the Punjab.

moting agricultural

Plant Breeder. He was ap-
pointed a Head of the Plant
Breeding Department in
1972. There he worked to im-
prove rice varieties to nour-
ish the growing population in
world and support their agri-
cultural economies. At IRRI,
he spent over twenty years
directing and participating in
genetic research and breed-
ing program of rice. There he
played a key role in develop-
ing more than 300 rice
strains, such as Semi-dwarf
IR36.As a result the world
rice production increased
from 257 million tons in 1966
to 626 million tons in 2006.
He retired from IRRI in Febru-
ary 2002 as a Principal Plant
Breeder and Head of Division
of Plant Breeding Genetics
and Biochemistry and re-
turned to UC Davis as adjunct
professor. Khush has earned
many awards, including the
Borlaug Award (1977), the
Japan Prize (1987), the World
Food Prize (1996), Padma
Shri (2000) and the Wolf

foreign fellow in 1991.

In recognition of his out-
standing research and its
global impact in alleviating
world hunger and contribu-
tion to global food security,
Dr. Khush was awarded the
world’s top prizes in agricul-
The
awards include the Japan
Prize (1987), the World Food
Prize (1996) in the US, Padma
Shri award (2000) in India,
and the Wolf Prize in Agricul-

ture. international

ture (2000) in Israel. He was
elected a Fellow of The In-
dian National Science Acad-
(1978), US National
Academy of Sciences (1989),

emy

and the Royal Society of Lon-
don (1995).
awarded honorary doctorate

He has been

degrees over fifteen universi-
ties in the US, India, England,
Canada and Cambridge Uni-
versity. With the proceeds
from his awards (estimated
about 3.5 crores of rupees),
he established the Dr. Gurdev
Singh Khush Foundation for
the Advancement of Agricul-

(http://www.khushfounda-
tion.org). This organization
has awarded the merit schol-
arships to 330 undergraduate
students of PAU Ludhiana
and GADVASU Ludhiana from
2012-13 to 2018-19. The
Khush Foundation also pro-
vides the travel grants to
post-graduate students and
young faculty of PAU for par-
ticipation in scientific confer-
ences in India and abroad,
with the objective of promot-
ing postgraduate students
and young faculty members
to share their research find-
ings and interact with other
participants at other places.
All these awards are given to
students from rural areas and
each student gets a scholar-
ship of Rs. 14,400 per annum
and a merit certificate.

Dr. Khush has visited about
50 rice growing countries to
observe their rice growing
and production systems,
and has served as a consult-
im-
Dr.

ant to numerous rice

provement programs.

Khush has authored and
edited several books, written
65 book chapters, published
about 130 research papers,
and trained numerous Ph.D.
& M.Sc. students. He has
served on three editorial
boards of the journals of
his discipline.After his retire-
ment from the active job, Dr.
Khush wasinvited to serve on
the boards of several compa-
nies, but he did not accept
these offers as he intends to
spend more time with his
family (wife Harwant (Ph.D.
in educational management),
his son Ranjiv(molecular biol-
ogist), his daughtersManjeev
and daughter Kiran (medical
doctors in San Francisco),
Sonia (an economist with the
Save the Children Foundation
in Washington, D.C.).

On May 28th, 2018 the Plant
Breeding Center in collabora-
tion with the Confucius Insti-
hosted the Plant
breeding for Food Sesympo-

tute,

sium.symposium focused on
the global impact of plant ge-
netics to rice production in
honor of the work of UC
Davis Alumnus and Adjunct
Professor, Dr. Gurdev Khush.
Over 200 guest came from all
over the world to attend the
day-long symposium to dis-
cuss the advances of global
production in rice, wheat,
tomato, and the future ob-
stacles that face an ever-
growing world population,
and the technologies that will
revolutionize farming and
food production. The sympo-
sium concluded with a dedi-
cation and ribbon cutting
ceremony for the Gurdev
Khush Conference Room in
the Plant Reproductive Biol-
ogy building. Several mem-
bers of the Khush family
attended it, along with many
of Dr. Khush's colleagues and
well-wishers.Long live Dr.
Khush.
By: Gurmail Singh Sangha
(sanghagurmail@gmail.co)
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Protesting farmers to hold tractor parade on Jan 26 in Delhi if
demands not met

Tens of thousands of protesting
farmers will enter the national
capital on Jan 26, Republic Day,
and carry out a tractor parade if
their demands for a repeal of
three farm laws and a law guar-
anteeing minimum prices for
crops are not met by then, lead-
ers of the Samyukt Kisan Morcha,
a platform of farm unions, said on
Saturday.

Addressing a press conference in
the capital, a seven-member
team that is coordinating the
over one month-long protests,
spelt out a fresh agitation agenda
spanning 15 days from Jan 6,
which includes picketing Raj Bha-
vans, onward marches from six
blockade sites on Delhi’s borders
and a “rehearsal” for the Jan 26
tractor parade.

The farm leaders said they would
wait for the outcome of January
4 talks with the government and
the Supreme Court’s hearing on
January 5 on a clutch of petitions
related to the three farm laws.
“This is our ultimatum. If all issues
are not resolved and our de-

mands are not met by Republic
Day, then we will start entering
Delhi. The government is saying

that 50% of the demands have
been met. But the government
has shown no signs of meeting
our biggest demands,” said Yo-
gendra Yadav, a leader of the
platform leading the protests.
Farm unions have launched one
of the largest strikes in recent
years to demand that the Centre
revokes the three contentious
laws approved by Parliament in
September last year.

The laws essentially change the
way India’s farmers do business

India to UK flights will resume
from January 6, ministry clarifies

A day after the civil aviation min-
istry decided to resume flights
between India and the UK from
January 8, civil aviation

minister Hardeep Singh

Puri on Saturday of-

fered more clarification

and said flights from

India to the UK can start

on January 6, while op-

erations from the UKto

India will begin on Jan-

uary 8. The schedule is

valid till January 23. Till then 30
flights will operate every week,
including 15 each by Indian and
UK carriers, the minister said.

In the wake of the new mutant
strain of Coronavirus, which is be-
lieved to be more contagious,
India put an embargo on flight
operations between the two
countries on December 21, which
became effective from December
23. Initially the ban was ftill De-
cember 31, but was later ex-
tended to January 7. On Friday,
the civil aviation ministry an-
nounced that the embargo will be
partially lifted starting from Janu-
ary 8, with only a limited number
of flights.After India resumed reg-

ular flights to the UK under its air
bubble agreement, 70 flights per
week have been operated. The

number has been brought down
to 30 and will be revised only
after January 23.

So far, 29 people in India have
tested positive for the new strain
of virus.

As the flight operations are being
resumed, the health ministry has
drawn up a detailed guideline on
how international passengers will
be checked. All passengers will
have to submit a self-declaration
form on the online portal
www.newdelhiairport.in at least
72 hours before the scheduled
travel. Carrying a negative RT-PCR
test report is must, a copy of
which is to be uploaded on the
portal.

by creating free markets as op-
posed to a network of decades-
old, government marketplaces,

allowing traders to stockpile es-
sential commodities for future
sales and laying down a national
framework for contract farming.
These laws are The Farmers’ Pro-
duce Trade and Commerce (Pro-
motion and Facilitation) Act,
2020, the Farmers (Empower-
ment and Protection) Agreement
on Price Assurance and Farm
Services Act, 2020 and the Essen-
tial Commodities (Amendment)
Act 2020.

Together, the laws will allow big

corporations and global super-
market chains to buy directly
from farmers, bypassing decades-

old regulations.

Farmers say the reforms will
make them vulnerable to ex-
ploitation by big corporations,
erode their bargaining power and
weaken the government’s pro-
curement system, whereby the
government buys staples, such as
wheat and rice, at guaranteed
rates.

“Tractors from all neighbouring
states will begin rolling into Delhi
if matters are not resolved. Con-
tingents from all current block-

ade sites will start moving. We
will continue with our blockade
of goods and services of Ambani
and Adani
(group), including their products,

(Reliance group)

malls and petrol pumps,” Dar-
shan Pal, a senior farm union
leader said.

The leaders were addressing their
first press conference in the na-
tional capital since their agitation
began.

The leaders slammed what they
called the government’s propa-
ganda. “The government doesn’t
want to withdraw the laws be-
cause it has become an ego issue
for them. They have tried to tar-
nish our agitation in countless
ways, sometimes calling us
Maoists and Khalistani (a refer-
ence to Sikh separatists),” Balbir
Singh Rajewal said.

Asked what the farm unions
would do if the Supreme Court
were to uphold the validity of the
laws, he said: “We are not a party
to the case. But we will make a
decision when the appropriate
time comes.”

A protest demonstration was held in front
of The Consulate General of India, Syd-
ney, in favour of the farmers agitating in

New Delhi. Miss Lovedeesh Toor and
some other girls participated in this
demonstration. Lovedeesh also addressed
the public by elaborating the seriousness
of the issue i.e. agricultural laws formu-
lated hurriedly by the Modi Government.
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‘My supporters won’t let you become CM’: Alagiri warns sibling and DMK chief Stalin

Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam
(DMK) president MK Stalin who is
campaigning to become chief
minister in the upcoming assem-
bly elections in Tamil Nadu faced
an open rebellion from his es-
tranged elder brother and ex-
pelled DMK leader MK Alagiri on
Sunday.

“There are posters hailing you as
the future chief minister but you
can never become chief minis-
ter. My associates and support-
ers will never let you become
one,” Alagiri said addressing a
meeting with his supporters in
Madurai district on Sunday.
Alagiri held the meeting to mull
his political entry into the as-
sembly polls which is likely to be
held in April or May. One of Ala-
giri’s loyalists who attended the
meeting on condition of
anonymity said that they were
expecting the DMK to induct him
back into the party. “If they don’t
take annan (brother Alagiri) back,
we won’t let Stalin become chief
minister,” the Alagiri loyalist who
attended the meeting said.
Alagiri escalated a prolonged sib-
ling rivalry even as he said that he

didn’t wish to become chief min-
ister. He accused Stalin of betray-

ing him and said that their father
and DMK patriarch M
Karunanidhi was planning to take
him back into the party before he
fellill.

Alagiri also said that he would
soon announce his decision on
starting a party. “Whether it is
good or bad, you (supporters)
must accept it.” Thousands of
people from Madurai, Theni and

Nellai had gathered in the streets
of Madurai and waited inside a

jam-packed hall to welcome Ala-
giri who arrived in a campaign ve-
hicle. His supporters egged him
on to start a new political party.
Posters and banners were lined
up with photos of Alagiri and
Karunanidhi.

Alagiri, a former Union minister,
was once the party’s organising
secretary of Tamil Nadu’s south-
ern districts and Madurai was his

Farmers’ lives lost due to
govt’s harsh attitude: Sonia

New Delhi: Congress chief Sonia
Gandhi on Sunday hit out at the
Narendra Modi government for
not heeding the demands of
farmers to repeal three laws
aimed at opening up trade in
agriculture that they say will
harm the interests of cultivators
and hurt their livelihoods.

“In this biting cold and rain, our
farmers have been protesting on
the borders of Delhi for 39 days
now. Their plight is a concern for
all the citizens and 1,” Gandhi
said.

“More than 50 farmers have lost
their lives because of the gov-
ernment’s harsh attitude to-
wards the protests. Some have
even committed suicide. Neither
has their decision moved the
Modi government or any of its
ministers, nor have they uttered
a word of consolation. | offer my
tribute to those who have passed
away and prayers and strength
to their families.”

Gandhi’s statement came a day
after a farmer on the Uttar
Pradesh-Delhi border allegedly
committed suicide because the
government did not heed farm-
ers’ demands. The farmers have
demanded a repeal of the three
controversial farm laws.In the

latest round of talks held on De-
cember 30, the government has

offered to set up a panel to ex-
amine the laws, but it has stayed
firm on its decision to not repeal
them.

The three farm laws passed in
September essentially change
the way India’s farmers do busi-
ness by creating free markets, as
opposed to a network of
decades-old, government mar-
ketplaces, allowing traders to
stockpile essential commodities
for future sales and laying down
a national framework for con-
tract farming.

Together, the laws will allow big
corporations and global super-
market chains to buy directly
from farmers, bypassing
decades-old regulations.Farmers
say the reforms will enable large
corporations to dictate prices

and exploit them.

Gandhi said that the govern-
ment’s inaction was tantamount
to arrogance and it must recog-
nize that the true meaning of
democracy is to protect the
rights and interests of the farm-
ers and workers.

“Ever since independence, this is
the first arrogant government to
have come to power that doesn’t
care for the farmers who feed,
let alone the citizens,” Gandhi
said. “It is evident that the gov-
ernment is practising a policy of
“tire them and drive them
away,” But our farmers will not
bend before them. The govern-
ment must let go of its ego and
repeal the three farm laws and
bring an end to the protests. The
true meaning of democracy is
protecting the interests of the
farmers and workers, the Modi
government should learn that.”
Attacking the Centre, senior
party leader Rahul Gandhi also
tweeted: “The country is facing a
situation like Champaran once
again. Back then, it was the
British that were in cahoots with
the company, now it is the Modi
government. But every agitating
farmer-worker is a satyagrahi,
who will secure his rights.”

bastion. In 2014, Karunanidhi ex-
pelled him for violating party dis-

cipline. Alagiri has maintained a
low profile since then except for
when he took out a rally in Chen-
nai to Karunanidhi’s mausoleum
following his death in 2018. Ala-
giri said that some people had
forced Karunanidhi to expel him.
Alagiri also added that following
the Thirumangalam assembly by-
election in 2009, he supported
Stalin to become the party’s

“everything” and “chief minister”
after their father. “I told Stalin
that we will work for his victory,”
Alagiri said. “His (Stalin) conscious
knows this but | don’t know why
he betrayed me.” He said that he
accepted Stalin’s elevation as
deputy chief minister and treas-
urer of the party when
Karunanidhi had sought his per-
mission.

Through his speech he lamented
that he worked hard for DMK’s
victory in several places and
made a mark in Madurai without
wishing for a party post. “Did | be-
tray the party?” Alagiri said.
“What mistake did | make?”

In December, Alagiri had said that
the upcoming polls will see his
participation either by way of
floating a party or lending his sup-
port or simply voting. Though the
DMK leadership is closely follow-
ing the developments, they have
remained silent. A day earlier, a
senior DMK leader on condition
of anonymity said that even if
Alagiri starts a party it won’t im-
pact them. “He has supporters
and friends but not cadre,” the
leader said.

Justice Mohd Rafiq takes

oath as chief justice of
Madhya Pradesh high court

Justice Mohammad Rafig was

administered oath as chief jus-

tice of the Madhya Pradesh high
court by Governor Anandiben
Patel at Raj Bhavan on Sunday,
as per an official communiqué.
Chief minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan, former chief ministers
Kamal Nath and Digvijaya Singh,
several ministerial colleagues of
Chouhan, protem speaker of
the state assembly Rameshwar
Sharma and several bureaucrats
were present on the occasion.
Singh
Bains conducted the oath taking

Chief secretary Igbal

ceremony stated the commu-
niqué.

As per the Madhya Pradesh high
court website, born on May 25,
1960 at Sujangarh in Churu dis-
trict of Rajasthan, Justice Mo-
hammad Rafiq was earlier the
chief justice of the Orissa high
court transferred from Megha-
laya high court on April 27,
2020. He became chief justice
of the Meghalaya high court on
November 13, 2019. He was ap-
pointed as judge of the Ra-
jasthan high court on May 15,
2006.
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Eli

Islamic State claims responsibility for attack on Pakistan’s

Islamic State claimed
responsibility for an at-
tack on Sunday that
killed 11 miners from
Pakistan’s
Shi’ite

Baluchistan province.

minority
Hazaras in

The attack took place
early on Sunday morn-
ing in the Mach area of
Bolan district around
100 kms southeast of
Baluchistan’s  capital
Quetta, killing the min-
ers who were in a
shared residential room
near the coal mine

where they worked, of-

ficials said.

“The throats of all coal

miners have been slit, after their hands
were tied behind their backs and (they
were) blind folded,” a security official
told Reuters, requesting anonymity as he
is not allowed to speak to media.

Avideo clip making the rounds on What-

Shi’ite minority that killed 11

responder, showed three bodies lying
outside the room and the rest inside in
pools of blood.

“The condemnable killing of 11 innocent
coal miners in Mach Baluchistan is yet
another cowardly inhuman act of terror-
ism,” Pakistan’s Prime Minister Imran

sApp groups, apparently shot by a first

Khan said in a tweet.

“Have asked Frontier Constabulary to
use all resources to apprehend these
killers and bring them to justice,” he
said.

Islamic State later claimed responsibility
for the attack, through its Amaq news

agency via its Telegram communications
channel.

The attack came after a relative lull in
nearly a year of violence against the
mainly Shi’ite Hazara minority in the
province.

In April, a market suicide bombing killed
18 people, half of whom were Hazaras.

Following Sunday’s attack, members of
the Hazara minority in Quetta blocked
the western bypass and set fire to tyres
to protest against the killings.
Baluchistan is the focus of the $60-billion
China Pakistan Economic Corridor, a
transport and energy link planned be-
tween western China and Pakistan’s
southern deepwater port of Gwadar.
Hazaras have been frequently targeted
by Taliban and Islamic State militants
and other Sunni Muslim militant groups
in both Pakistan and Afghanistan.

The attacks in Afghanistan have been
claimed by an affiliate of Islamic State.
In 2013, three bombings killed more
than 200 people in Hazara neighbour-
hoods in Quetta.

Tougher Covid curbs likely, warns British PM Boris Johnson

Prime Minister Boris Johnson on Sunday indicated that tougher measures are likely to be
imposed to curb the continuing rise in Covid-19 infections as the first of the Oxford-As-
traZeneca coronavirus vaccines are due to be administered across the UK from Monday.
Latest figures show there were 54,990 new Covid-19 cases as of Sunday — 11 times the
peak in April-May — and 454 deaths in the last 24 hours, with 23,823 patients stricken by
the virus in hospital, 1,847 of them on ventilators.

Speaking on the BBC's Andrew Marr Show, Johnson defended his government’s handling
of the Covid-19 pandemic, but added that region-wise restrictions in England are “prob-
ably about to get tougher”. The government, he said, had a “range of measures” to con-
sider.

“It may be that we need to do things in the next few weeks that will be tougher in many
parts of the country; I'm fully, fully reconciled to that,” he said, insisting that he remained
confident that things would be better later in the year.

“The government has taken every possible step that we reasonably could. What we could-
n’t have foreseen | think reasonably was the arrival of a new variant of the (coronavirus)
spreading between 50% and 70% faster... Once we did understand that, we

took... decisive action.”

England currently has a four-tier alert system in which cities and regions are

placed according to the prevalence of the virus.

As of Saturday, there are none in the lowest Tiers 1 and 2 with the least re-

strictions, but millions in the top Tier 3 and 4. A new Tier 5 may be put in

place to deal with the challenge of the variant.Nearly 1 million people have

so far received the Pfizer-BioNTech Covid-19 vaccine. Johnson couldn’t give

details of the mass vaccination programme, but said, “We do hope that we’ll

be able to do tens of millions in the course of the next three months.”

Former UK PM Tony Blair called for the introduction of “vaccination stations”

modelled on polling stations and adoption of a single platform for a “Covid

pass” that would allow individuals to show their status on testing and

whether they have been vaccinated.

He said, “Though it is true that the National Health Service (NHS) is doing a

herculean effort in vaccinating as many as they have, it is simply not suffi-

cient. We have to treble at least the number of vaccinations by the end of

January when enough supplies of the vaccine should be available to allow us

to do that.”
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In Somalia, Covid-19 vaccines are distant as virus spreads

As richer countries race to dis-
tribute Covid-19 vaccines, Soma-
lia remains the rare place where
much of the population hasn’t
taken the coronavirus seriously.
Some fear that’s proven to be
deadlier than anyone knows.

“Certainly our people don’t use

any form of protective meas-
ures, neither masks nor social

distancing,” Abdirizak Yusuf
Hirabeh, the government’s
Covid-19 incident manager, said
in an interview. “If you move
around the city (of Mogadishu)
or countrywide, nobody even
talks about it.” And yet infec-
tions are rising, he said.

Itis places like Somalia, the Horn
of Africa nation torn apart by
three decades of conflict, that
will be last to see Covid-19 vac-

cines in any significant quantity.
With part of the country still
held by the al-Qaida-linked al-
Shabab extremist group, the risk
of the virus becoming endemic
in some hard-to-reach areas is
strong — a fear for parts of
Africa amid the slow arrival of

vaccines.

“There is no real or practical in-
vestigation into the matter,” said
Hirabeh, who is also the director
of the Martini hospital in Mo-
gadishu, the largest treating
Covid-19 patients, which saw
seven new patients the day he
spoke. He acknowledged that
neither facilities nor equipment
are adequate in Somalia to
tackle the virus.

Fewer than 27,000 tests for the
virus have been conducted in So-

400 million km within 163
days, China’s Mars probe
heads for red planet

China’s first Mars exploration mis-
sion Tianwen-1 travelled more
than 400 million km by Sunday
morning and is expected to enter
Mars orbit next month, the coun-
try’s space agency said.

So far, the Mars probe had flown
in space for 163 days. It was about
130 million km from Earth and
about 8.3 million km from Mars,
according to the China National
Space Administration (CNSA).
According to the CNSA, the probe
is functioning stably and is sched-
uled to slow down before enter-
ing Mars orbit in more than a
month and preparing itself to land
on the red planet.

Since its launch on July 23, 2020,
the Mars probe has captured an
image showing both Earth and
the Moon, as well as taking sev-
eral selfies.

Tianwen-1 probe, weighing about
five tonnes, consists of an orbiter,
alander and a rover. It is designed
to complete orbiting, landing and
roving in one mission.

After entering Mars orbit, it will
spend two to three months sur-
veying potential landing sites,

using a high-resolution camera to
prepare for the landing in May.
After the landing, the rover will be
released to conduct scientific ex-
ploration with an expected lifes-
pan of at least 90 Martian days
(about three months on Earth),
and the orbiter, with a design life
of one Martian year (about 687
days on Earth), will relay commu-
nications for the rover while con-
ducting its own scientific
detection, state-run Xinhua news
agency reported.

Tianwen-1 means Questions to
Heaven and comes from a poem
written by Qu Yuan (about 340-
278 BC), one of the well-known
poets of ancient China.

The US, Russia, India and the EU
have so far succeeded in sending
missions to Mars regarded as the
most complex space mission.
India became the first Asian coun-
try to have successfully launched
its Mars orbiter mission Man-
galyaan which has entered the
orbit of the red planet in 2014.
India also became the first coun-
try to have entered the Martian
orbit in its first attempt.

malia, a country of more than 15
million people, one of the lowest
rates in the world. Fewer than
4,800 cases have been con-
firmed, including at least 130
deaths.

Some worry the virus will sink
into the population as yet an-
other poorly diagnosed but
deadly fever.

For 45-year-old street beggar
Hassan Mohamed Yusuf, that
fear has turned into near cer-
tainty. “In the beginning we saw
this virus as just another form of
the flu,” he said.

Then three of his young children
died after having a cough and
high fever. As residents of a
makeshift camp for people dis-
placed by conflict or drought,
they had no access to coron-
avirus testing or proper care.

At the same time, Yusuf said, the
virus hurt his efforts to find
money to treat his family as “we
can’t get close enough” to peo-
ple to beg.

Early in the pandemic, Somalia’s
government did attempt some
measures to limit the spread of
the virus, closing all schools and
shutting down all domestic and
international flights. Mobile
phones rang with messages
about the virus.

But social distancing has long

disappeared in the country’s
streets, markets or restaurants.
On Thursday, some 30,000 peo-
ple crammed into a stadium in
Mogadishu for a regional foot-
ball match with no face masks or
other anti-virus measures in
sight.

Mosques in the Muslim nation
never faced restrictions, for fear
of the reactions.

“Our religion taught us hundreds
of years ago that we should
wash our hands, faces and even
legs five times every day and our
women should take face veils as
they’re often weaker. So that’s
the whole prevention of the dis-
ease, if it really exists,” said Ab-
dulkadir Sheikh Mohamud, an
imam in Mogadishu.

“| left the matter to Allah to pro-
tect us,” said Ahmed Abdulle Ali,
a shop owner in the capital. He
attributed the rise in coughing
during prayers to the changing
of seasons.

A more important protective fac-
tor is the relative youth of So-
malia’s people, said Dr.
Abdurahman Abdullahi Abdi Bi-
laal, who works in a clinic in the
capital. More than 80% of the
country’s population is under
age 30.

“The virus is here, absolutely,
but the resilience of people is

owing to age,” he said.

It’s the lack of post-mortem in-
vestigations in the country that
are allowing the true extent of
the virus to go undetected, he
said.

The next challenge in Somalia is
not simply obtaining Covid-19
vaccines but also persuading the
population to accept them.
That will take time, “just the
same as what it took for our peo-
ple to believe in the polio or
measles vaccines,” a concerned
Bilaal said.

Hirabeh, in charge of Somalia’s
virus response, agreed that “our
people have little confidence in
the vaccines,” saying that many
Somalis hate the needles. He
called for serious awareness
campaigns to change minds.
The logistics of any Covid-19 vac-
cine rol lout are another major
concern. Hirabeh said Somalia is
expecting the first vaccines in
the first quarter of 2021, but he
worries that the country has no
way to handle a vaccine like the
Pfizer one that requires being
kept at a temperature of minus
70 degrees Celsius.

“One that could be kept be-
tween minus 10 and minus 20
might suit the Third World like
our country,” he said.

A dozen Republican senators to oppose certification of

Joe Biden’s win

A total of 12 US Republican senators, sitting and
incoming, have made it known that they will op-
pose the certification of President-elect Joe
Biden’s election at a joint sitting of congress on
January 6.

Vice-president Mike Pence, who will preside,
welcomed the move to overturn the presidential

election.
Eleven senators, including former presidential
candidate Ted Cruz, made the announcement on

Saturday. They joined Josh Hawley, who had al-
ready become the first senator to announce that
he would oppose the certification, reportedly
alongside more than 100 Republican members of
the House.

Slamming the move in a tweet on Saturday, Pres-
ident Donald Trump said, “An attempt to steal a
landslide win. Can’t let it happen!”

The House and Senate will certify Biden’s victory,
a final step in the presidential election process
that is usually a formality, in a joint session on
January 6.

Trump is pushing the Republicans through ap-
peals and threats to oppose the certification. But
the move is widely expected to fail, as did the 60
lawsuits filed by him and his allies and the vote
recounts.

The joint session is the final attempt by Trump to
overturn his defeat to Biden in the presidential
election, alleging that he lost because of voter
fraud and irregularities in Wisconsin, Michigan,
Pennsylvania, Arizona and Nevada - the swing
states - and also in Georgia, an otherwise Re-
publican stronghold.

In a joint statement, the 11 senators and sena-
tors-elect who joined Hawley called for an audit
of the election results - in unidentified states - in
10 days’ time and said they will vote against the
certification otherwise. Congress is unlikely to
agree to their demand.

Pence’s chief of staff Marc Short released a
statement shortly after, saying the vice-president
“shares the concerns” about voter fraud and ir-
regularities and “welcomes the efforts of mem-
bers of the House and Senate to use the
authority they have under the law to raise ob-
jections and bring forward evidence before the
congress and the American people on January 6”.

Many Republicans have already accepted the
election outcome and recognised Biden as pres-
ident-elect. Senator Mitt Romney, who is one of
them, lashed out at some senators from his
party, calling their opposition to the certification
an “egregious ploy” that “dangerously threatens
our Democratic republic”.
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Press Release

New Y ork (December 23, 2020)

With the lobbying efforts of Sikh Coordination Committee East Coast (SCCEC), American Gurdwara
Parbhandak Committee (AGPC) and American Sikh Caucus Committee (ASCC), Seven (7) very influential US
Members of Congress has written a strong letter to US Secretary State Mike Pompeo expressing serious concern
on the ongoing farmer’s civil unrest in India.

The Congressmen lead by Donald Norcross- Deputy Chairman of Democratic National Caucus, took avery
serious note of this situation after seeing in the international pressthat protesting farmers from Punjab, who
were marching peacefully to Delhi, were brutally subjected to water cannon attacks, barbed wire barricades,
and tear gas by Indian security personnel. They strongly defended the rights of those in India and abroad who
are currently protesting peacefully against agricultura laws that many Indian farmers see as an attack on thelr
economic Ssecurity.

Theletter also raises particular concern to Sikh Americans linked to Punjab, although it also heavily impacts the
Indian Americans belonging to other Indian states. Many Sikh Americans are directly affected asthey have
family members and ancestral land in Punjab and are concerned for the well-being of their familiesin India. The
implored Secretary Pompeo that in view of this serious situation, we urge you to contact your Indian counterpart
to reinforce the United States’ commitment to the freedom of political speech abroad.

All this was made possible by intense efforts of Bhai Harjinder Singh, Media Spokesman SCCEC, Bhal Himmat
Singh- Coordinator SCCEC, Dr. Pritpal Singh - AGPC and Bhai Jagrag) Singh, leader of Philadelphia, PA Sikh
Community.

|ssued by:

Himmat Singh- Coordinator, SCCEC

Harjinder Singh- Media Spokesman, SCCEC
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National Sikh Council of Australia Inc

170- Ninth Avenue Austral NSW 2179

(Inc No: INC9877869)
President: Ajmer Singh Gill JP  Secretary: Bawa Singh Jagdev OAM JP

The Hon Scott John Morrison MP, Prime
Minister Of Australia.

Dear Hon Prime Minister ,

Ref; The Indian Farmers’' Produce Trade and Commerce Bill, 2020:

Since September 2020 the farmers  from most states of India, mainly Punjab, Haryana and Uttar Pradesh are protesting
against the Bill, 2020, because they are concerned that these Bills are the surreptitious agendas of the Indian
government to replace the robust, well- established and working properly “Mandi and commission agents system” ,
by the BiIll

2020 under the ploy of giving the farmers more playing ground and better platforms. Why to change the system which has
been working properly since 1960.

Farmers are concerned that if the Bill is not repeded, al the Mandies ( small commission agents in Trade Centres) will
disappear and in the absence of any commission agent  the farmers will have to make a contract for the purchase of their
produce with  the big corporations/ establishments only, who will buy the produce at their own terms under the
Minimum Support Price (MSP) set up by them. The worst thing in thisis that in case of a dispute there is no legal avenue
|eft for the farmers they can take the dispute only up to Senior District Magistrate (SMD) and cannot take it to the High
court or Supreme Court,.

Indians, have adopted as their home, the country they have migrated to including Australia are angry, have expressed

their anger by protests and |etters to their respective governments about the safety welfare and rights of the Indian farmers.
Many heads of States world over have expressed their concerns about the safety, welfare  and human rights, as the
peaceful demonstrations of the farmers are being dispersed by manhandling using tear gas, water cannons in swear wintry
conditions while the sewerage is being pumped in to the canal water used by the protesters for drinking and
bathing purposes. But the farmers are that tough bread of humans who are standing firm in these conditions are gladly
accepting the harsh, inhuman treatments of the State police and administrations, because in India the farmer considers his
land as his mother as it gives him his subsistence, and this Bill 2020 will ultimately force the farmer to sell his land to
the big corporations.

So far | haven't seen much news items on any Australian Television channels especially on SBS which broadcasts in
amost every news about the plight of people fighting, killing each other in Iran, Ethiopia, Somalia and other small
countries. One wonders whether the plight of the poor Indian farmers who are peacefully demonstrating asking a
far go isworth reporting to tell Australian asto what Modi government is doing to the farmers.

The Sikhs of Australiawould really appreciate if you could express your concern and highlight the denial of Human
Rights and inhuman treatment of the Indian farmers by the Indian government.

Yours sincerely,

Bawa Singh Jagdev JP. OAM,

Secretary Mob 0401211111 bawaj @optusnet.com.au
For and on behalf of the Nationa Sikh Council Of Australialnc. Thursday, 10

December 2020
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Rich Cultures Should Have Rich Relationships

The number of domestic violence cases has risen throughout the COVID-19 pandemic. However, this rise in cases has also seen a rise in awareness and support services avail-
able to victims of domestic and family violence. Sunday 13th December 2020 Harman Foundation partner with Western Sydney Local Health District Services to show both Pun-
jabi and English plays encouraging people, especially those within the South Asian community, to have conversations about domestic violence.

The day began with Maninder Singh Chair with welcome and thank you the partners and audience it followed up by speeches from Jo Fuller WSLHD Priority Population program
lead and Captain Amrinder Singh Ghuman ANZAC Centenary John Monash Scholar. He is a Royal Australian Engineer officer in the Australian Army. He has a Bachelor in Civil
Engineering and a Master in Project Management from the University of New South Wales. Capt. Amrinder Singh Ghuman is a young Ambassador of Harman Foundation and
advocates of human rights. Both speakers talked about the strength of women who have suffered from domestic violence. Ms Fuller strongly stated that people leaving toxic rela-
tionships have to be believed especially when they are from a minority community and do not have familial support within Australia. She also mentioned that raising awareness
about this issue is a must and thanked Harman Foundation for the work they are doing to combat domestic and family violence within the South Asian community in the Western
Sydney Local Health District. Captain Ghuman talked about relationships with women and the achievements of women throughout the sikh history stating that these women show
that men do not have the superiority society believes they have. He encouraged people in attendance of the event to rid themselves of the notion that men are superior to women
and instead work towards instilling values that everyone is equal. The master of ceremony was performed by Mrs Reema Randwava.

At the conclusion of the speeches street plays directed by Neel Baneerjee, written by Neena Badhwar and Sukhpreet Dhamoon commenced. These street plays were written to
bring awareness to the domestic violence that occurs behind closed doors within the South Asian community.

The Punjabi play Makdi starts with a woman experiencing domestic violence at the hands of her husband talking to another lady about her abuse. The lady encourages her to
leave the situation and ends with the victim finally gaining the courage to stand up to her husband and tell him to leave and not return. This play is excellent in showing the ways
in which a person can be abused and that when they receive unwavering support from those around them they can leave the situation and build a better life for them.

The English play Love and Life and Hope shows three women having coffee together. They begin talking and mention abuse they have faced in the past, sharing their experi-
ences and talking about how they have left these abusive situations. They share stories about their lives after leaving and how they have grown. This play communicates that
when one leaves a toxic situation they are given the opportunity to grow, to support themselves and most importantly, live life how they want to without any fear that someone will
stop them.

Harman Foundation Harinder Kaur CEO thanked every team members as without their help it could not have been possible. We are thankful to our sponsor Australian Science
and Management College, Media partners Desi Australia, The Punjab Herald and Punjab Times.
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A% 2020 fefgom € dfowt f&9 fea o3
WfIH A% q9d @dd d< A faor T 1 Ag 3
yfast 3t A & ggrr3 <9 ot »awe faar
#er A/t fa 391 feue 28 2020 yar feyer
#gdt I 3 fa 39T a7 aet fam fami e

fumez a7 CE) A |
eI & S a6 HOHTG e HT & ado S THTEd [T
A=A | €&PHT 99 &9 Jd&T Idd BT IT
A&t et 3 S W9 T F JAuSTET fe9
TY %Y JJ | THPHT 99 ©F »dg fe<mar 3
TU3 937 AT ™ W3 e UBaT & nrynt
HYU < f<ars I | »ataT =99 HoTaH HgdT
TH € UJU'E & JAT9&T O UI=TT &7 Jafemt
UIdH ST A fd a6t S ddaT € YaU 578
3o et 993 3T € €37 d9 39 As
W3 MUS saIfedT § Sdedt M3 Hfed
AOTfeaT € 99 A& | 793 f&9 = i sTarfaat
FET § At Hi® Ue® 39 & MTUS Wt §
=fUR A7 T | IET SUTEd T & 3T IAS
f9 faat fam a1 &t AotfeaT fufent Sfomt
& =t 7o fe3T| feq gt gamat His M
ggadr fuzT & rrdtas 3 fasr o feat 3 mmus
wa & & gret | fiut & fem mi S it Yusr
WESHATT WJ WJ B9 UI9T o B3<< &IIdaT
St yg A=T A3t | fen it S97s 993 AatHt
nfadtt yaat & fushit 7 few & efos e
I YT TETAS | BT & WU MTUST AHY
wkﬂemmwmafeawafﬂfwwea'e’r

5 efeed fiw AizsT
Dr. Dvinder Singh
Jeetla

A&fadt Ham =t adfswT |

ITISET HIHST 7% T I I et 8w
A 9975 9793t AdAd & ¥ MTISI6H UH
13 7 e &g aés g &3 o w3 fagt
o fifur wing fars w3 farat 3 Uer I e
T faast € fedu § AId@ & FE Hats
WIS J137 7 Tu=T 2ueT ot fesu fEg
s for damy, ofodrer, gamEs,
@mm@mméﬁ?uwemwa
wﬁmﬂmﬁkﬁwwgwa
3= T AIUS e §5d f=3U ad6 € SHST
g3 faf fa @ & Ao enwmar feat Afge
&9 Tyw &at g o3 faprm | Fgag & €97
& fEst ugdv<s 3 Ja< BTt g9 3gT Tt
gar=etr Uer sttt fagt & fea Avgdt en
f&g 3= g9aT <t WHfa® T | wirtg I T fa
on &9 9= &% feat a3T s St HI 3
3T AT &t Start Wee 78 | mrfee
feg »ivss fem Aet ©@ A9 3 37 W3
HI3=yde »Ess Afeg J=ar| yAy
3% g9Yd J | g¥ v ufowt Uary <9 fea
»ess Hg dfenr At fan fET 993 A9 8at
Tt Y 9a YT &t fieait ev e 99
<9 w= 3 faprr At | fegt Ag & Sym AyT
e 39 &d1 Ifen™ 3 feasre set a9 o
e faprm | 39 F fa o 9T & ¥H Jaa
ATst § IB3 IHI ° 3 Ganr a Gt '
faarg &7 3T A= | faw =t W BET mruSt
A< § HITSST 993 AgdT d€7 I ¥TH JIdo
v 7 ufost 7t fagmreret & 49 &5 gaaet
TE mruE W3t fusT I Ylew § 3 o feew
TS BT HAET 9= | HT §7Y I8T33 HEEd &
I It I1%T SnteT g9a WMuS fAae ©
I fan fE9° 39 & faa9 3 udse st €5t
& ye 39s7 fiueT Uer I w3 fdus g9 s=
A9 U9 Jd&T Uer 7| »ifadt osg f&e
HIId emTaT fenie ads fans nus &et
W3 HfOHH &9 3 I&| WUS WS
fanst & fedu ugeans Hg d13™ 7 fa Aga9
& ITETHGT BT 578 Ufd®T iy udy 3T I
feg fen & go®e © g9 Ear I nuTTTenT |
fugt™ enaT IHIT 3 I &, FIABT [aA S,
feomt fSare T Mg uafia a8 € & 575
I HIsTT & fer @ fuse S & ug9Td J9&T
HJ o9 fa3ar| fen Ae Afoe fe9 feg »ivss
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AEfod M3 foan ¥y A getgd v &7 T
IHTIG T Aot farat @ Her g o fars
Wess g fapur T | fest € a8 Bare gfamt
3 fewr=T 993 A9 ©9 €98 © Hfgwt 3 =t
fomrs fem f&g Fv® T 9 9% | feg uge 39
IHS e I oA At e Ag T 5T I

WMEYT MBS ATEZ g9 A7 faor 7| fen f&g
AHY fa™s wWmapd™ €F AMY 59 A'e &Hd AT
It T 7 fa dare f&w @t 32 fans Fadetnt
J< € grege feq 73 <9 1% q9¢ 96 w3
for =t ehireeg gHa 3T 3 We sat MI
warg <t fegt & anerEt sEt Yt Fat <t
nIeH S IS |

few &t yw 9% feo T fq fen &9 99, A=
WI gFIII & &TB &8 9T, I=T T ggddr
W=t Tt AHS T& M3 339196 I3 <991 T
39 fa3 & aH™ A0S T | fem &F v ufowrs
fen &9 T fa swsifsa foofonr § fenet
aHs AigE &4t et aret | feg o < yriar
It geet I fa fans nrgr feng Hese ff9
W3 IBTI I yaT a7y 7 I BT AITT &
Wi € MeHdT 5™% JIBETS J96 & AHTH 75 |
feg »ie®s 993 A9 <91 Ha 3 & o WfemT T |
WM A&3T § U™ B1 farr T fa gAg 3= &
Mg 3T T & wiamg Tur gt yur I 1857
T At AgAT ffg A 847 € midaa <9
=T It 3T T T MUS BE Yfew ¥ =t
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g g1d WS Hfew™ 3 gfan™ I Aadg
gorgT &8t &t g99t 3 I AT F9d
WEBS It & fAT <t ugsT e G5 &
AEfed Bat &% < IENT S Ay U &
WUE gHTfedt getfenT 7 fa fen »iess ©f
g3 I3 yuSt 7| IzTaet & few few =w
934 fIAr & o @30T gaaard qufent Jfemt
fen § Hadnd ge7d M &aT € IS g8 e
NI IS | 9g3 AT By & fer g9 Sy faya
I It & MUt afegTet 3 gast &9
fen Auegw T fo3de g9d €397 S9a99
JI6 @ &% &% fAgd AT 39 few med3s
fefgam & Fgrae &t afmm St dist T 1 47
g & 915 a<T 37. Jr99As faies & ‘43t
wrurfag faast fams Hagr 2020° € »Uts
Ffez=t fedamt A3t I& fagt er fagrg
T gy feT A3=f 99T 9% four T 198 gar <9
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MRSt M3 FETT|
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I JAg © fanst & 38 s feo rwen f<g

¥ 99T g T wMyST
Gaes  ufewT T
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AIdt AdATd  I93T
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JJ T 3T =93 IIT I | U9 famrat & migeTat
IS M I IHETT EI1 T AT I MdeH I
fa »iarg <t e &7 9< | fer Fwdr fe9
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n@me’rn—g?maﬂw&’rfwaﬁr
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HIZH™ € 9189 AI™® o oMt HistrT &
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TTIT 34T ¥ ATST feR 9% €T Ha 3 7 fa
WMiAT HE WA TTHS 3= T MTH AG3T
& TF F MUt ISt et I I |
feewt fS9 993 A9 onf feg =t farsT €t
e ST ygars 98 g5 M3 7 = 39 75 |
93t HS € BT &t fareSt szg dt J feg
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%ot <t gt T f HaeTd Shwt gTETg HaTe T
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I T | g9 wifFdhult 167 < et o
7 feg Tan@eht 95 fa Ha93 T95 BET
HITY M3 BIAtHT SHPHT arebdt | yfgaT € 39
Fds 3AT 3 85TE €3 T UBIH 098 d9d
»yst fimey ' Ags fE3Tl Ao
UIEHEIEHT & TSI 57% 993 <ubyT Heu
ge@T f&g <t anmret o SiSt fagt §
&% fgaT F 919 29T o MTUYS ATEE 53T o
WMTYST T AHSTIENT |

s Wizt 3 fe &<t g4t € J9 fS9 fea
Ured Sfgwr fam €3 fafpu /it “ea & 47
o, g7y & 84 ¥4, 2020 Tyt B wwg=t
wr” feg My wiry {9 feq 993 €37 FoaT
T 1973 HEt BaT i3 AEd ASY 578 31 3 ST
Har fASt A7 A<t 7 | Agaat 3T NS € IBH
feg It 75 fa o< ugfesx Jet Iz a9
3t oAt 393 5% GFT § TEB ST 137 A

T TIC 3% JEMT € WesT= e A'S g3t
&It I& 37 fed »a® 37 A& g mia & €9
fS9 T 93t Ha1 335 T Idlar gese & 793
T | fer Hwow €t 79 3 3T avwret T fa
3HA=s WIE] »ust AHY 99 &% J9 AddTdT
HfJaHT & HIaT9 € g SATg T JfemT I9
3JB16T AgB3 5% fen nivss § w9 e
et 99 591 9% 9% foor T = g3t AfogesT
&% HATHST Jd ddT I M "HeT §U RS
HIET 57% AIaT9T HisShHT &r gyt HargsT
=t 59 gat T | fHE fa g3 mrurfag Yy

gHbr a0t A=t 955 & FaT § us s ©F
o9 M3 §93 AT Ufognt er femdne <t &at
39 uguTe BEt feq mifor ghiar faget 3 €5
Hav 9 afi® SA=a & ‘SIT®t eeHe’
M3 Aafdedag e st e vy g 8U
fie Wizt &7 35 St mer disT T fa€ fa
AdaTdt HIEhT wWust We HaHt &% few
"e%s & T9 HET BEt Agag € femrfonr 3
&9 fogr 7 | feo fog 993 Aoge Gar Jg&T I
A fa gahr et gt samel f&9 AoHst emmar
fug 3¢ grt ST &F IragraTaT Tdar ST
HET I (290 &' € HaHle & &de Ae 3 fea
ggadl fanms &t ¢ gueT fen o wr ySta T
fa feg HAST »ig9dHedt Uug €t &g feg
fapiT T 1

few Fiwaw & »3 faw 397 9=ar feg 3t aqt
fogr A" Aoer ug few ff9 o= 39 +
Ad3He <939 @ufenT & €9 fegas
a1 T M3 RS Aua five € mgas T 7
Mg e fq fen niess & damdhnt § v aad
fiut & fea &<t ufgurs &3t T fag™ 3 wist
yae Ba1 575 famat adat v fedu aad fea
a<t fugs Ut T | nefad et 979 575 AT
U &t wet St S99 T o iy uefid s@ne
& my 8T f&g =t =ubu €en T 1 guet
3€d3 & Tel I 3T UIH q9d T fea a=t
Aeg=sr 83Us da9a If<y Bet foaq ot femr
St g=TEt I | 3THedT, TS, ATHAT Rt mI
J9 =991 € INTfe3s TAS 9o, HISTd EPT
IBI BSdt ©r fedu J9a MI HIITIT
HHTSST € tyutst gfiaT @ ydeT @ Jda
AHIIPHI &Pt ST HAg S 13T a5 |
a3 f&9 feg »H &t fags Ter A T far
T T8 I3 ST A3 MUST AT §¥ 578
AOt 63Tt €7 9 a9d MTUST HT ©F €T 9T
g9 A<t 7 | feq 39 femrar <t § fa fan =t
AN T @7 AOHST 996 W3 I8 B9 Bt feg
HIdT &It ffdT /it irgmt 3 ot fsaga afemr
e et © 7% fo9 v 763T § Mand
Su3TEt FuT 95 M use fifE nrust et &
He™@ BTl ¥ <t od Aae I6 | fern niess <t
He3 3 ufast St dArdht € 993 A9 WA
A& fAgt @7 gAs 3=t € Bara9 et €
gege I I8 a4 W Afed™ W3 89 5
FYIPHT UTgetT &7% g I odd M3 Uit
f&9 €5 I< g9d aHHT U I1¢ AS | IS ANT
foa @at vr % B9 wet feer mast ier d9a
&9 fedu ¥3W q9a Myt W@ TT&PyT
Wttt e 3fey pafimg stgT A=
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Samir Dar, the driver of the truck that was intercepted near Jammu on Friday, is the Pulwama suicide
bomber’s cousin, a senior Jammu and Kashmir police officer said. Samir Dar was among the three persons
caught after the truck was intercepted at Ban toll plaza and searched.

Three men, suspected to be Jaish-e-Mohammed operatives, were killed in the gunfight that followed
when a constable started searching the vehicle. Police said truck driver Samir Dar was trying to ferry
armed terrorists to Srinagar from Dayalachak in Hiranagar area of Kathua district.

Police officers who questioned him found that he was a cousin of the suicide bomber Aadil Dar.

Aadil Dar drove his explosive-laden vehicle into a CRPF convoy in Kashmir’s Pulwama along the highway
on February 14 last year. Forty troopers were killed in the bombing that was followed by the air force’s
Balakote air strikes.

The Pulwama bombing is the deadliest in three decades of Pak-sponsored terrorism in Kashmir.
Mukesh Singh, inspector general of police, told HT: “We arrested truck driver Samir Dar of Pulwama, who
is cousin of Aadil Dar, suicide bomber responsible for the February 14 suicide attack on a CRPF convoy”.
Singh also said that two truck cleaners Omar and Asif who have been held also belong to Pulwama.

The IGP also added that some people were also picked up from the Rehmbal area of Udhampur for their
possible involvement in Friday’s incident.

The senior police officer said the truck that Samir Dar was using to smuggle the three Jaish terrorists, is
owned by Mohammad Magbool, also a resident of Pulwama.

He said the terrorists eliminated in Friday’s encounter were from Pakistan and linked to the terror group
Jaish-e-Mohammad.

Officials of the National Investigation Agency have also reached out to question Samir Dar to see if he can
help them connect the missing links in its probe into the Pulwama terror attack.
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bank. T presume you have the bank to home. He will be
some appointment with him." here in a few minutes. He
‘No, no I do not have any ap-  will, of course, be pleased to

Sat Sri Akaal, Sir!

A couple of month ago I
went out on a picnic in the
Blue Mountains area near
Sydney along with two Pun-
jabi parents on visitor visa in
this country. They were
staying with their grown-up
children but could not go
back early because of Covid-
19. At the initial stage they
came close to me because of
my journalist and literary
tastes but by and by
they became almost
friendly with me. At last

an outing was arranged with
them and I drove them to
Blue Mountains. As we had
taken some eatables with us,
we had our first halt at
Springwood for refreshment.
While doing justice to the

Avtar S Sangha

0437641033

eatables, we fed the pigeons
too with the spare crumbs of
muffin and Punjabi Prathas.
They discussed with me my
long teaching career in Pun-
jab before immigrating to
Sydney in 2000. They also
discussed the private school
of my wife by questioning
me, “How come you were
able to buy your own land for
the school? How come you
were able to construct your
own building in a short span
of ten years? How come you
were able to get affiliation for
the school?”

[ started relating the story
of my initiative for that ven-
ture:-

[t was 1987. I was appointed
Centre Superintendent for
the university examinations
at Govt. College Hoshiarpur.
[t was a very busy centre and
both the morning and
evening sessions were occu-
pied with heavy examina-
tions. I had to arrange my
night stay in the city for the

meet you. His name is Ra

(Hat Byt Aerieat ‘S9at 3 SalEar I'99d & € [fa (G933 e »iaignt el € gu feg ITANT) Kumar. He is posted here

“No, Manmohan, not at all. | will not take the
money from you. It was simply fun. We will plan
It this way. New Year eve is quite at hand. We will
sit in a restaurant on New Year eve for an eating

and booze spree. Your $100 will be utilized along
with our share in that common party.”

first at least two weeks or so.
[ contracted one of my re-
mote relatives in a village
near Hoshiarpur. He told me
that somebody close to him
had his big house in the city
in which some tenants were
living. He had kept one spare
room with him for emer-
gency stay. He would give
the key of the room to me
and that I could stay there
when [ felt I like doing so.

The examinations started on
a good note. On the very first
day I went to the Centre
from my home town and
conducted the morning ses-
sion. I was free from it at
5:30 pm. Then I thought of
staying for the night in that

designated room. Reaching
the mansion I coaxed the
button of the call-bell and a
young married lady came
forward to open the gate. I
was surprised to see her feel-
ing delighted to receive me
when she exclaimed ‘Sat Sri
Akaal, Sir!’ What stunned
me extraordinarily was the
epithet ‘sir” used by her. I re-
sponded her salutation with
the same warmth and vener-
ation. As soon as I stepped
towards the specified room,
she could not help address-
ing me with these words: ‘Sir,
come with me. Make your-
self comfortable in our draw-
ing room. My husband will
be coming soon from the

pointment. I have come to
stay for the night” ‘Even
then, you are welcome sir.
After all you are my teacher.’
The word ‘teacher’ made me
seriously more thoughtful
and inquisitive.

“But I am unable to remem-
ber, recollect and recognize
you”, I tried to peep into my
past.

“Sir, my name is Anjala, I
was your student in 1977.”
“Oh, I see. [t means you have
your background somewhere
in my area.”

“Yes, sir. I belong to Noorpur
but [ am married at Wazir-
pur near here. My husband is
loan officer in Bank of India
here. He is on the way from

and we are tenants in this
Kothi. Sir, how come you
have paid visit to our place?
Do you have any bank re-
lated appointment? [ am sur-
prised how you can have a
bank appointment at such a
distant place. You have many
bank branches in your city,
Sir”

“Ok, I understand now. Now
[ am going to relate my story
why [ have come to this
place. [ am appointed Centre
superintendent in the univer-
sity examinations here at
Government College. My
evening paper was over at 5
pm and I am coming
straightway from the college.
Sardar BaKhtawar
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Singh Sandhu of Talwandi
is the owner of this man-
sion. My sister is married
to one of his relatives. She
gave me key of one room in
this building so that I may
stay for night here when I
feel like doing so. However,
[t will be my pleasure to
meet your husband.”

My mates and I had now ar-
rived at Lawson where we
spent an hour, enjoying
sightseeing and mild drips
of rain. We shared meal
with one another and then
started sipping tea. When
we were engrossed in light
tete-a-tete, a young man of
about 35 was on the way to
slip past us by raising his
hand and by loudly ex-
claiming, ‘Sat Sri Akal, sir!’
“Come on, bro. Come and
share hot tea with us. We
have sufficient quantity in
the thermos.”

“Thanks you so much, sir.
Enjoy yourself sir. How
come you are here today? [
am really pleased to see
you, sir.”

“Thanks a lot. But I have
not recognised you.”

“Sir, I was the student of
your school. You were
teaching in the college and
your wife was running the
school. [ completed my
schooling from there and
then [ came to Sydney on
student visa. About three
years ago I was selected as
a teller in the bank. Now I
finished my job in the bank
and am going to catch the
train from the railway sta-
tion.”

“Your name, dear?”

“Sir, my name is Harish. My
dad had a paint shop in the
city. Maybe you know him.
His name is Joginder Pal.”
“Oh, I know him. That shop
in the corner of Handa
Hospital. Now I remember
you too. There is a wonder-
ful change in your personal-
ity!l”

“Sir, you too are totally
changed. Even then I rec-
ognized you. Okay sir, my
train 1s coming 1n ten min-

utes. I should leave now.”
Harish moved towards the
Lawson railway station by
bidding bye to us.
“Recapitulate the yarn of
the same Story. What hap-
pened next with that bank
couple of  Hoshiarpur.
Today you are greeted with
the epithet ‘sir’ everywhere.
Your students are spread all
over the world,” said one of
my mates.

“Anjala’s husband also ar-
rived meanwhile. He too
felt overjoyed to meet me,”
[ told them. “How is
madam, sir? Is she also lec-
turer somewhere?” Raj
Kumar wanted to know the
career my wife was pursu-
ng.

“No, Raj Kumar. She is not
lecturer. She had opened
her own school two years
ago. We have got it regis-
tered as a society. We will
seek affiliation for it after a
couple of years. What posi-
tion do you have in the
bank?”

“Sir, I am loan officer. Tell
me all things frankly. Does
anyone need subsidy based
loan for any small business?
As your wife has started her
own school, she can avail of
this facility of loan. The
amount is Rs. 25000/-. Peo-
ple are hankering after this
scheme. How do you feel?”
“Raj Kumar, I do not have
much knowledge about
banking and finance. If you
guide me , then I can follow
and practise your sugges-
tions.”

“Sir, we have received about
500 applications. You can
also fill up the application
form. We will approve your
case on priority basis. You
get it signed by your wife.
She need not come to the
bank the day the cheques
will be disbursed.”

“It is a miracle that a person
does not want to take sub-
sidy loan and the loan is
coming towards him like a
big sought after trophy,”
said Harcharan, “What
next, sir? Did you avail of

it?”

“[ filled up the form. I was
called after about fifteen
days. A crowd of about 500
people were waiting for
their turn in front of the
bank. Raj Kumar came out
of the bank and addressed
me by exclaiming, ‘Sat Sri
Akal’, Sir. Come in and take
your cheque.”

‘I made my way through
the crowd. The people were
looking at me. I took the
cheque and came out.
Reaching home I discussed
it with my wife and we
planned to buy a block of
land by adding some money
to 1t. Within a year or so we
had a small building built
on it for her school. A man-
aging body was formed and
the affiliation was granted
to it by the education de-
partment. The sudden
windfall from the bank
helped us a lot for starting
this venture. Moreover, we
had no plan to leave Pun-
jab.”

“What do you mean? Why
did you then leave Punjab
and come to Sydney,” Har-
charan seemed curious to
know.

“Why I came to Sydney, it is
along story Harcharan. My
immigration to Australia
was also a chance. [ will re-
late it some other time.”
Then we felt like leaving
Lawson for Katoomba.
From Katoomba I turned
my car towards Three Sis-
ters. We saw a large num-
ber of people at Three
Sisters as it is a historical
place. Four or five tourist
buses were also parked at
one side of the botanical
area. We went towards a
cafe and started sipping cof-
fee. I stealthily had a vast
look around and saw some
familiar face standing at a
remote place on a cliff.
Meanwhile, our second
mate Manmohan who was
retired advocate from Pun-
jab and Haryana High
Court expressed his sur-
prise by addressing me.

“Dear, you are coming
across your old students
everywhere. A teacher’s
area of familiarity is really
very vast.”

“You have also been a
renowned advocate of High
Court for a long time. I pre-
sume you also must have
vast area of familiarity and
intimacy. I will be proud of
youif you can find someday
known to you at this place,”
[ coaxed Manmohan.

“You seem to challenge me,
bro. It is impossible to trace
a familiar face in such a re-
mote place across the seven
seas. If you by chance got a
student at Lawson, it does
not mean you can trace a fa-
miliar face everywhere. Ac-
cept my challenge here, find
someone here, you have be-
come so much vainglorious
that you have started chal-
lenging us. I provide one
more privilege to you. We
will stay here for two hours.
The tourists are coming
and going. Find someone in
two hours. [ am ready to bet
too.”

“Manmohan, let me brood
over the issue for a couple
of minutes.”

Meanwhile, [ had a stealthy
squint of my eye towards
the same familiar face. We
moved closer to him too
and I became cent percent
sure that the familiar face
was my old student.
“Manmohan, [ accept your
challenge and bet. How
much is the bet?”

“$100,” Manmohan felt
conceited.

“Two hours time too?”
“Yes,” hell with your boast-
ing!

“Done? Sure?” I confirmed.
“Yes, yes, yes,” Manmohan
was overjoyed to accept the
challenge.

Then all three moved to-
wards Three Sisters. It is
really a pleasant scene of
valleys and mountains. We
had hardly moved 15 or 20
steps when a guy who
looked Punjabi stepped fast
towards me and spoke out:

“Sat Sri Akaal, Sir!”

“Oh, Parmar, how come,
you are here?”

“Same as you, sir! [ am part
of a tour.”

“Parmar, you had once met
me at Gurudwara too.
When were you my stu-
dent?”

“Sir, I had done my B.Sc in
1988.”

“Oh, I see.”

“Sir, the same year you had
directed a play of Safdar
Hashmi for the youth festi-
val. The name of the play
was perhaps ‘Halla Bol’.”
“Where do you live now?”
“I live in Oran Park, sir.”
“It is really my pleasure to
meet you, Parmar.”

[ introduced Harcharan and
Manmohan to him.

Parmar went his way. Man-
mohan was stunned at this
chance encounter which he
called an apparition. Of
course, he had lost the bet.
“Brother, a teacher really
has a vast ambit of famil-
larity and social intimacy. I
am foiled! Take this $100
note as I have lost the bet.”
“No, Manmohan, not at all.
[ will not take the money
from you. It was simply fun.
We will plan it this way.
New Year eve is quite at
hand. We will sit in a
restaurant on New Year eve
for an eating and booze
spree. Your $100 will be
utilized along with our
share in that common
party.”

[t was a good outing. Then
we came towards our car
and I drove them towards
Sydney. While parting com-
pany with one another
Manmohan could not help
exclaiming humorously the
emphatic mimicry of my
students’ style of pro-
nouncing the salutation:
‘Sat Sr1 Akaal, Sir!
Harcharan and [ also recip-
rocated the same in our own
day-today style.
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